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[bookmark: _Toc358025695][bookmark: _Toc191905821]OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.

Chair: 	I declare the meeting open. 


[bookmark: _Toc191905822]APOLOGIES:

Chair:	Are there any apologies? 
Councillor COLLIER.
405/2024-25
An apology was submitted on behalf of Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, and he was granted a leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Lucy COLLIER, seconded by Councillor Jared CASSIDY.


[bookmark: _Toc191905823]MINUTES:

Chair:	Confirmation of minutes, please.
406/2024-25
The Minutes of the 4757 (Ordinary) meeting of Council held on 18 February 2025, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Julia DIXON, seconded by Councillor Alex GIVNEY.


[bookmark: _Toc191905824]PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Chair:	I would like to call on Mr Simon Fenech, who will address the Chamber today on Fruit2Work. 
	Please proceed, Mr Fenech. You have 5 minutes.

[bookmark: _Hlk93673431]Mr Simon Fenech – Fruit2Work 

Mr Simon Fenech:	Madam Chair, LORD MAYOR, and Councillors, thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today. My name is Simon Fenech and I am the General Manager and Director of Fruit2Work. Before I share about this incredible social enterprise, I would like to take you on a journey, my journey. My life took a devastating turn when I was involved in a workplace accident that severely damaged my lower spine. The doctors prescribed various medications, but nothing seemed to work. In search of relief, I turned to methamphetamine, the drug ice. 
During my struggle with addiction, I experienced unimaginable loss. My father passed away, my brother passed away, my mother passed away, and then my daughter passed away. In the depths of despair, I attempted to take my own life 5 times. Eventually, my addiction led me to prison for dealing ice. At the time, it was a place where I deserved to be. When I was released from prison, I faced yet another challenge, finding a job. Nobody would hire me. I was hungry, I was broke and hopeless. That’s when Fruit2Work changed my life. 
I started packing and delivering fruit, grateful for the opportunity. Over time, I was promoted to Operations Manager, and today I stand before you as General Manager and Director. More importantly, today I am a father and a contributing member of society, helping creating opportunities for others in our community, all because somebody gave me a chance. 
What is Fruit2Work? Fruit2Work is a not-for-profit social enterprise that provides meaningful transitional employment for individuals impacted by the justice system, which supplies fruit, milk, pantry items and vending machines from business to business. Every dollar earned goes back into the community, creating more opportunities for people just like me. We have been in operation in Victoria for 8 and a half years, serving over 1,900 customers. In that time, not one single person that has joined our program has re-offended. In Australia today, 1-in-2 people being released from prison will go back within 2 years. We’ve had nobody go back to prison. 
To date, we have 117 employees, successfully transitioned over 200 employees back into the community as returning citizens, and now we are bringing that success to Queensland. Our impact in Queensland, since launching in April, we have actively been working to be part of the solution to crime and recidivism. Whilst we are not experts in youth crime, we are experts in helping rebuild parents’ lives. When mum and dad get it right, they can look after their own children. The ripple effect is very powerful. Here’s what we’ve accomplished so far. 
We are based in Archerfield, delivering as far as Tweed Heads and the South Coast. Our produce comes out of the Rocklea market and our milk is sourced from Norco. We already serve over 240 businesses in Queensland and every dollar spent in Queensland stays in Queensland for Queenslanders. We have already transitioned 8 people back into the community and we were finalists in the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards for 2024. We are members of the Queensland Social Enterprise Council, certified for People Planet First. 
But Fruit2Work is more than just employment. We provide wrap-around supports for our team, including an in-house forensic psychologist, a Building a Better You program, and a financial literacy model. When someone stumbles, we don’t turn our back, we help them back up. Our ask is to help create more opportunities. We are not here asking for donations, we are asking for connection. As influential leaders in the community, we need your help to introduce Fruit2Work to more businesses. We are a volume-driven business, the more fruit, milk and pantry items we sell, the more lives we can change. 
Help us be part of the solution. Help us reduce crime, lower recidivism, and make Queensland a safer place. Madam Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, help us make a difference in this beautiful State you call home. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you, Mr Fenech. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR, would you care to respond?

Response by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee

DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Madam Chair, and thank you so much, Simon, for joining us today and for sharing with us your heartbreaking story and the journey that you’ve been on. It was really humbling to hear about your personal experiences and the growth that you’ve been on, so thank you for sharing that with us. As you might know, I’m the Chair of Finance and City Governance for Brisbane City Council (BCC) and that includes our procurement, but also importantly, our social procurement, of which the LORD MAYOR has a big focus on each and every year. 
We maintain our social procurement program each year and we’re really pleased to be able to step that up more and more. We’ve continued to support local social enterprise and sharing wonderful cases with our community and businesses in Brisbane. When we first started going out for procurement with social enterprise, there was just a small number of organisations in our city that did it but over the years, we’ve seen their capacity grow and as well our own capacity to support those enterprises. 
I’m really pleased to be able to connect you with our social procurement team and look forward to continuing this conversation and ways that we can build those connections that you’ve talked about today, and ways that we can as well in our own communities introduce you to other businesses who may be able to support and work alongside you. So, once again, thank you very much for taking your time out of your day to come and share your story with us. It’s really appreciated. 
Mr Simon Fenech:	Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Thank you very much, Mr Fenech, for coming in today. 
	If Councillors would like to have one of Mr Fenech’s business cards, they’re there on the book when you sign in. 


[bookmark: _Toc191905825]QUESTION TIME:

[bookmark: _Hlk93673445]Chair:	We’ll now move to Question Time. 
	Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or Civic Cabinet Chair of any of the Standing Committees? 
	Councillor HUANG.
Question 1
Councillor HUANG:	Thank you, Madam Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee, the DEPUTY MAYOR. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR, residents know that the Schrinner Council is committed to a fair and reasonable pay rise for Council employees, while also keeping costs down. Can you please update the Chamber on the impact of ongoing industrial action?
Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair, and I’d like to thank Councillor HUANG for the question. Last week, as you’ll recall, Councillor MURPHY updated the Chamber about the bus union’s decision to commence work stoppages in our bus driver workforce. It follows Council’s ongoing good faith negotiations with several unions over our new Enterprise Bargaining Agreement (EBA). The Schrinner Council is committed to keeping Brisbane moving and to do that, we need the support of a strong and a dedicated workforce. 
While Council has been negotiating in good faith since July 2024, the union’s deliberate delaying tactics are costing employees a well-deserved pay increase. Council is offering a fair and reasonable pay rise of 7% over 2 years, including 3.75% in the first year, which is more than double the current rate of inflation in Brisbane. Nurses, doctors and police in fact received 3% in their last pay deal. Our bargaining approach is all about striking a balance, Madam Chair. We’re striking a balance with a fair and a reasonable pay offer that ensures we’re keeping costs down for Brisbane residents and keeping Brisbane moving. 
Last Thursday, the bus union went ahead with 2 one-hour-long work stoppages between 4am and 6am. In response to these stoppages, our Council worked to reduce the impact on Brisbane commuters. We rostered drivers not participating in the strike action to pick up the missed trips, and we warned the public about the impacts this strike action could have on their morning commute. Thankfully, Thursday’s strike action had minimal impacts on the network. Flow-on negative effects during the morning peak period did not occur, as was initially predicted. Thank you to all the bus drivers who did show up to work despite union pressure, ensuring that 80% of trips were completed despite the union strike. They chose to keep our community connected and to keep Brisbane moving. 
Following this union action on Thursday, both unions and Council were scheduled to continue negotiations on the EBA that afternoon. It’s incredibly disappointing bus union bosses notified us of a planned peak hour strike just 30 minutes before we returned to the negotiating table with them. Thirty minutes prior to entering in negotiations, Madam Chair. Union bosses have now pushed this planned peak hour strike action to this Friday afternoon between 4pm and 6pm. I urge residents to again arrange alternative travel plans this Friday, with the disruptive peak hour strikes expected to impact more than 75,000 people across more than 3,000 bus services. 
While traffic and bus impacts were minimal during last Thursday morning’s strike action, afternoon peak hour impacts will be far more widespread, with around 6 times the number of bus services potentially impacted. Council will continue to rely on bus drivers not participating in strike action to minimise impacts on commuters. To avoid long delays and disruptions, residents are urged to make alternative travel arrangements from 4pm this Friday, as disruptions to afternoon peak hour could cause significant impacts right across our network, Madam Chair. 
Bus union bosses aren’t just disrupting Brisbane residents heading home for the weekend. They’re also disrupting thousands of people heading to Boondall to see Chris Stapleton, a 10-time Grammy Award winner and one of the world’s biggest country music stars, play to a sold-out crowd. The Services Union has also notified Council of their intent to stop work this Thursday afternoon, which will impact Library Services and wait times when contacting the Council call centre. Unfortunately, union bosses are standing in the way of a very generous pay offer for our hardworking Council workers, while holding Brisbane commuters to ransom. 
In fact, Madam Chair, unions are directly costing hardworking bus drivers $131,000 every week with this action. Our offer of a 7% pay rise over 2 years is fair and reasonable. Importantly, it strikes a balance between keeping costs down and keeping Brisbane moving. We are committed to spending within our means, Madam Chair, while delivering the services that our city needs, and we will continue to negotiate in good faith.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Further questions?
	Councillor KIM.
Question 2
Councillor KIM:	My question is to the Chair of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee. 
	When the LORD MAYOR launched the Brisbane app in 2021, he said it was worth the $4 million it cost because it would help struggling small businesses across Brisbane. This year, the LNP announced a 10% increase on fees and charges, a 51% increase in advertising fees, and added a $111 special renewal fee for small businesses. You’ve now totally given up on the Brisbane app this year. Why do you care more about flashy announcements than practical solutions for small businesses?
Chair:	Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you to Councillor KIM for her misguided question, because that’s not related to my portfolio. Thank you.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	That question was directly related to Councillor ALLAN’s portfolio, because he has carriage of the Brisbane Economic Development Agency (BEDA), who has carriage of the Brisbane app, so he’s required under the Meetings Local Law to answer that question. He can take it on notice, but he needs to answer it.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor. Councillor ALLAN answered the question. 
	Councillor TOOMEY.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Thank you, Madam Chairman.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Councillor ALLAN did not answer the question as he’s required to under the Meetings Local Law. Therefore, he engaged in unsuitable meeting conduct and you should take action.
Chair:	No, Councillor CASSIDY. He gave his answer. 
Councillor CASSIDY:	What was it?
Chair:	He said that it wasn’t a question he could answer. 
	Councillor TOOMEY.
Question 3
Councillor TOOMEY:	Thank you, Madam Chairman. My question is to the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, Councillor WINES. 
	Councillor WINES, the Schrinner Council is keeping Brisbane moving by providing a more convenient and flexible payment options for on-street parking. Can you please update the Chamber on what residents can expect from on-street parking in the future?
Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thank you, Madam Chairman, and thank you to Councillor TOOMEY for his question. Can I remind this Council that we, the Schrinner Administration, has been committed to modernising, improving and simplifying how people interact with on-street parking meters for some time.
Over recent years, we have removed paper receipts, we’ve removed the push-in and pull-out credit card devices, and we’ve also made it that you can no longer use coins. These were the 3 things that would routinely break inside a parking meter on the street. There was a decision made, as a result of COVID and everybody being forced to check in at all of the places that they were travelling to, that the time for modernisation of how the public interact with our parking meters and our metered spaces was ready for modernisation, which brought us to encouraging people to use Pay by App services. 
So now, more than 50% of all purchases of on-street parking in metered spaces is done through an app. At this point, that app is provided to Council by one provider. In the coming days, we’ll be engaging with the market to expand the offering and bring in new options for the public to be able to use a range of apps to buy the time in our metered spaces, both here in the city and in the suburban locations. The contract with our current provider is coming to its natural conclusion, and as part of our commitment to convenience and to ensuring that users of these spaces have choice in the company that they use, we will be providing our customers options. 
Now, there are a number of operators in the market at the moment. We suspect there’ll be strong interest in participating in this. So just to simplify that again, in the name of simplification and modernisation, we are allowing consumers options, convenience and choice, and they will be able to buy their time in these metered spaces using the apps within the framework of their choice, not merely the ones that we have recommended. Can I also say, just for context, there are, roughly speaking, 8,350 metered spaces controlled by Brisbane City. Those spaces are controlled using a range of meters. 
Now, to go back to that earlier point I was making, a decision was made that we would modernise the system and therefore we would not be replacing the existing meters. They are reducing down in number as each component part is used to sustain the existing meters. That means the park-by-app process will become more commonplace and we need it to be easier and more convenient for as many residents as possible to use that. So as I say, we’ve been on quite a journey to this place and I am really happy to be able to say that we are engaging the market, bringing in new options, providing clarity and consistency and reliability into our system. 
Now, the multiple pay suppliers will deliver a new and improved technology and choice and flexibility, as I’ve said before. When we consider how many people use these apps, it is really important that the choices provided, that the options given, that the convenience provided by those apps is of a high quality and that we, as—I must take the moment to remind all Councillors that these apps are used by us to provide what is a fundamental Council offering, which is on-street parking. 
One of the things I think we should dwell on for only a moment is that one of the objectives of metered parking is to have turnover, is to ensure that those spaces change over at a regular interval to provide those spaces for oftentimes commercial, oftentimes retail businesses to provide ease of access to those businesses. So I am really proud to be able to say that we are moving to, I suppose, a new era where we expand our offering, where we make it easier for people. 
We embrace a modern yet simple and improved engagement for the customer, the ratepayer, both ratepayers, residents and visitors to use the app of their choice, in the space of their choice, as we continue to reduce the number of parking meters in the city to reflect a modernising use of our metered spaces and to reflect a marketplace that is more consistent with what we would expect as consumers as well. So, I look forward to this process. The market engagement will begin very soon. We will have this expanded offering within months for the people of Brisbane.
Chair:	Councillor CHONG WAH.
Question 4
Councillor CHONG WAH:	Thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	I was recently contacted by the body corporate of a new award-winning apartment in McDougall Street, Milton, which had been settled in late 2022. This building of 181 units, with an estimated 300 residents, experienced flooding at ground level late last year. I requested that Council immediately investigate if there were blocked drains or inadequate infrastructure. Council’s response was the drainage was clean and clear and that there was no drainage issues that require further work. LORD MAYOR, you said on 16 December that the only real solution for flooding in some areas would be for everyone to move out. There’s no drain that can fix it. 
LORD MAYOR, as an advocate for new high-rise apartments in our worst flood zones, what will you say to these 300 residents that will no doubt experience even worse flooding into the future?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you for the question. Look, that question would actually be best directed to one of your colleagues, Elizabeth Watson-Brown, who designed a high-rise building in a high-risk flood zone, i.e. on the Brisbane River. She pointed out very clearly that with good design, you can limit impacts on building services, on habitable floor areas and in fact, you can limit flooding to the areas that are non‑essential. That’s exactly what we require of all new buildings in flood zones. The idea that you can just stop people building in well-established, long-developed areas is not practical and not reasonable. 
Elizabeth Watson-Brown knows that you can build high-rise buildings in flood zones if you design them right. She’s been very active on social media, actually in response to the former Deputy Mayor, Krista ADAMS, in defending her high-rise building next to Customs House that she designed and bought several apartments in. So, it is quite possible.
Councillor CHONG WAH:	Point of order. Sorry, LORD MAYOR, I asked you what you’d say to these 300 residents that will no doubt be experiencing even worse flooding into the future.
Chair:	Councillor, the LORD MAYOR has time to answer that question, which he is doing. 
	Councillors, please remain quiet while Councillors are speaking. 
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you. In terms of new buildings, this one Councillor CHONG WAH claimed was a relatively new building, built in Milton, and if it is a new building, then it would have been built to our highest flood standards when it comes to flood resilience. As I said, that means that any flooding that may occur in the area would not impact on people’s habitable areas, so i.e. in their living areas, in where their bedrooms and kitchens are, and in fact, would go into areas potentially such as basements or entryways, but the building would have been designed for this to occur. 
The other thing that is very clear is that we make it very transparent and easy for people to get access to flood data. So if you are buying a home or a unit in a flood zone, all of the information about the flood risk is there. These are previously well‑established areas where we know that they can experience flooding and do experience flooding, but with the right building designs, the buildings can be built in a resilient way. 
See, the thing about Milton which makes it special and the reason why these several hundred people have moved in there, it’s a great area. It is a fantastic area, great place to live. Close to everything, great infrastructure, great facilities, so good you can even smell the XXXX in the air. It’s a great place to live. So they knew what a great place it was to live. They also had access to our flood data, which we provide freely, and they bought into a building which should have been designed to the highest flood resilience standards as well. So we can’t eliminate flooding, but we can limit the impacts. We can make buildings more resilient. But if we don’t build new buildings in inner-city locations like Milton or even the CBD, Kurilpa, then where are we building them? 
The destruction of bushland in the outer suburbs is the alternative. People being consigned to suburbs with limited public transport, stuck in traffic for half their life, whereas the people in Milton have great access to a great suburb and great facilities. So these are all about making sure we find the right balance. As I said—and I’ve been quite clear—we can’t eliminate flood risk, but we can build more resiliently. We can provide information to people about where the flood risk is. They can make informed choices when they buy and knowing that Milton, or parts of Milton can flood, make an informed choice about whether they want to move into that suburb. 
But I didn’t hear Councillor CHONG WAH say that any residents had their homes flooded. It’s just that part of the building was impacted. That could have been, well, the way that the building was designed, if it’s been designed to the flood resilience standards. Look, I’m not specifically familiar with that specific example, but I do know that new buildings, we require them to be built at a higher level of flood resilience and I certainly expect that this one in Milton would have been done according to those standards.
Chair:	Further questions? 
	Councillor HUANG.
Question 5
Councillor HUANG:	Thank you, Madam Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee, the DEPUTY MAYOR. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR, while the Schrinner Council has been focused on balancing the budget to take pressure off household rates and rents, the former State Labor Government has been doing anything but this. Can you update the Chamber on the impact to ratepayers and renters in Brisbane from credit rating downgrades at State Government level?
Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Madam Chair, and thanks to Councillor HUANG for this important question. You see, because following the Queensland Government’s mid-year economic and fiscal review, which represents State Labor’s last budget update, the credit rating agency S&P has announced an outlook downgrade for Queensland’s credit rating. Previously rated AA+ stable, Queensland’s credit rating outlook has now been adjusted down to AA+ negative, representing a concerning financial trajectory for our State, all thanks to the former State Labor Government. 
While the full financial impact of this outlook downgrade is yet to be fully determined, one thing is clear: Queensland’s borrowing costs will rise and as a direct result, Council’s borrowing costs will also rise. There will be a substantial impact on the financial obligations of councils who bear the brunt of State Labor’s financial mismanagement through increased borrowing and interest costs. This credit rating outlook downgrade is a very real financial burden that all Queenslanders, including Brisbane ratepayers, will have to carry in years to come. 
Steven Miles and State Labor had plenty of warning, Madam Chair. That’s the truth of it. In June 2024, S&P released a paper called ‘Queensland’s budget erodes rating headroom.’ It said—and I quote for the benefit of the Chamber—“fiscal discipline, revenue headwinds and a growing infrastructure pipeline are eroding the buffer for our rating on Queensland.” In September of the same year, more calls were ignored by the former State Labor Government when S&P reported on Labor’s last State budget. It’s very clear that State Labor ignored repeated credit rating outlook warnings, leaving Queenslanders to pay a higher price. 
In December, when the new Treasurer reported on Labor’s last budget update, it confirmed Labor’s debt legacy is now on path to reach $218 billion, showing Labor can’t be trusted to manage finances at any level of government. On credit rating metrics, the State’s mid-year economic and fiscal review confirmed that Queensland’s performance was equivalent or inferior to other States that had already been downgraded. In stark contrast, Madam Chair, Council has been rated strong with a neutral outlook from Queensland Treasury Corporation since 2012‑13. Our credit rating and outlook was reaffirmed in November 2024 following our annual review for the 12th consecutive year. 
However, Council cannot hold a credit rating higher than the State Government and so any downgrade to the State’s credit rating results in a downgrade to Council’s credit rating. It’s a final insult from State Labor after a decade of deficit and deceit and disrespect for taxpayers’ money. This result will increase interest payments and borrowing costs on Council’s new borrowings. Initial forecasts suggest that should the State Government’s credit rating now be downgraded in 2024-25, this could amount to $100,000 in extra borrowing costs to our Council. 
Madam Chair, over the next decade, this additional cost to Council could range from between $10 million up to a whopping $30 million. This is a cost to ratepayers, all thanks to State Labor completely ignoring repeated credit rating outlook warnings. Our balanced budget, on the other hand, has weathered the impacts of a pandemic and a flood. We’re keeping it balanced to weather the impacts of a global inflation crisis, but we’re now forced to combat State Labor’s budget mismanagement as well. 
Imagine if the Green Labor coalition of chaos, who made $3.5 billion worth of unfunded promises during the election, were elected last year. Council spending would have had to increase by a staggering 20% and Labor would have inflicted one of the largest rate rises in our city’s history on ratepayers. This recent downgrade of the State’s credit rating outlook demonstrates Labor’s reckless mismanagement of public money, which will cost every Queenslander. Residents are now stuck with the burden of a decade of State Labor budget mismanagement, chaos and crisis.
Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, your time has expired. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Question 6
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR, on 13 November, well over 3 months ago, I logged 2 jobs with Council in Ensign Street in Annerley. This relates to completely blocked footpaths that are covered with downed trees, tree branches, weeds and other debris. They are completely blocking the footpath in this location. In early December, the drain across the road was flooded because it blocked up because of all the debris being washed into the drain and caused localised floodings to homes in Annerley that have never, ever flooded. 
More than 3 months on, Council has still not cleaned up this area and it has missed its KPI (Key Performance Indicator) by months. LORD MAYOR, why is it that Council does not have the resources and the capability under your leadership to clean up our suburbs when asked?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. I certainly dispute that Council doesn’t have the resources or funding to clean up important local issues, but certainly happy to have a look at this one. I’m not familiar with it. There’s often more to the story when we hear issues like this raised, so I’d be happy to look into it to find out what’s going on there and make sure that Councillor JOHNSTON gets a report back on what’s happening.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Madam Chair.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Madam Chair, I table the images and the log jobs.
Chair:	Further questions? 
	Councillor PARRY.
Question 7
Councillor PARRY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Communities and the Arts Committee, Councillor HOWARD. 
	Councillor HOWARD, the Schrinner Council is helping to keep residents, businesses and community groups safer in our communities through the Safer Suburbs program. Can you please update the Chamber on the latest resources being provided as part of this important initiative?
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Well, thank you, Chair, and through you, I thank Councillor PARRY for the question. As we’re all aware, crime throughout Brisbane and particularly in our suburbs is a growing problem. The former Labor State Government allowed crime to spiral out of control, and our local community clubs are just one of the many victims of this youth crime crisis. Vandalism and crime at our local clubs steadily increased under the former Labor State Government. In the 2023-24 financial year alone, there were 15 instances of vandalism and crime at our community clubs reported to Council. This is up from 7 in the 2022-23 financial year and just 2 in the 2021-22 financial year. 
Chermside Bowls Club has had both their till floats stolen in a robbery. This money is crucial to keeping the club running and this community facility available to local residents. They are certainly not alone. Mitchelton Football Club has had a number of recent crime incidents, including vandalism, theft and sporting fields laid with u-turf being deliberately destroyed by cars doing burnouts. This is not to mention all the community clubs that have been broken into and had their copper wires stolen or cut. These are not isolated incidents, Chair. These are deliberate, repeated incidents that have been allowed to fester because of Labor’s weak position on crime. The former Labor Government repeatedly demonstrated their blatant complacency and inability to keep our suburbs safe. 
Thankfully, Queenslanders are no longer subject to the lazy and arrogant Labor Government. The Crisafulli Government has already completed all 43 key commitments in their ambitious 100 Day Plan, including the passing of the Making Queensland Safer laws. In just 100 days, the Crisafulli Government has already delivered more action to tackle youth crime than Labor did in the last decade. Just 2 weeks ago, the Crisafulli Government appointed an expert legal panel to provide advice on the next stages to reform Queensland’s Youth Justice Act as part of the second tranche of the Making Queensland Safer laws. Together with the Schrinner Council’s new Lord Mayor’s Safer Suburbs initiative, our community clubs can finally breathe a sigh of relief. 
In December, I was pleased to join the LORD MAYOR in awarding the first round of grants under the Schrinner Council initiative, with more than $500,000 in funding awarded to a total of 69 community organisations. These grants will help local clubs install items such as security screens, CCTV (Closed Circuit Television) cameras, new locks, improved patrol services and alarm systems so that they can protect their assets under threat from Labor’s crime crisis. 
In December, we provided Chermside Bowls Club with $10,000 to upgrade their security system and install additional CCTV cameras to help make sure that they don’t get broken into again. Wynnum Tennis Association received $9,000 to engage nightly patrols and install security cameras to support tennis at Kitchener Park. Brighton Roosters Junior Rugby League Club received $10,000 to upgrade their alarm system and install security cameras. Chair, these are just 3 examples. There are 66 more clubs that benefited from the Lord Mayor’s Safer Suburbs Grants awarded in December. 
One of the key issues impacting Queenslanders is crime. Where Labor fails Brisbane residents, the Schrinner Council and the Crisafulli Government will continue to step up. In addition to the Lord Mayor’s Safer Suburbs Grants next month, we will be delivering free crime prevention seminars for Council-leased clubs and facilities. Keeping our community clubs safe is important to make sure they can continue to deliver for our communities, which is why we’ve partnered with the Queensland Police Service (QPS) and Crime Stoppers Queensland to deliver these free sessions right across the city. There will be 6 sessions held at locations in Wynnum, Zillmere, Ashgrove, Kenmore, Carindale and Durack that will introduce clubs to useful contacts within Council, Crime Stoppers Queensland and QPS, who are committed to keeping our suburbs safe. 
These free sessions will help clubs learn crime prevention strategies by providing detailed information, support and resources to safeguard facilities against the impact of crime. The QPS will be teaching clubs about their recommended layered security approach and CCTV to address crime issues such as vandalism, copper theft, graffiti, illegal dumping, arson, break and enters. The Schrinner Council is committed to making Brisbane’s lifestyle even better and that is why we will always invest in our community clubs.
Chair:	Further questions? 
	Councillor COLLIER.
Question 8
Councillor COLLIER:	Thanks very much, Chair. I guess as Councillor ALLAN doesn’t—not really quite sure what his job is, I’ll direct my question to the DEPUTY MAYOR. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR, in the most recent budget, small businesses across Brisbane copped a $111 special renewal fee, a 51% increase to advertising fees, a 30% increase for food stall licences, a 667% increase in footpath dining permits, and a 10% increase in all fees and charges. Could these increases have been avoided if you didn’t waste more than $4 million on the Brisbane app, which you’ve now given up on and no one really uses anymore?
Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Madam Chair, and congratulations to Councillor COLLIER for finally getting the correct Chair right, because I’m surprised she didn’t put 2 and 2 together, because DCX  (Digital Customer Experience) and our digital services that we talk about in the finance portfolio has been the subject of many committee presentations of which she now attends. So it was a little surprising that she didn’t put 2 and 2 together there. Anyway, pleased to answer this question, Madam Chair, because it’s no secret, in fact, that we’re improving our digital services in Council and it’s something that we’ve spoken about many times. 
I’m really proud of the Brisbane app, because not one single dollar of that is wasted and I’ll tell you why it’s not wasted: because it’s supporting small business in Brisbane. It’s putting money back into the pockets of the hundreds of thousands of small businesses that are in our wards right across the suburbs. I think about my own example in Coorparoo Ward, and there must be scores of local businesses on the Brisbane app who receive visits from residents all the time because the Brisbane app promotion. Now, as I said, it’s no secret that we’re undertaking a project to improve our digital services. There’s a huge body of work underway to transform our website and this is a front door to accessing our Council services for residents on a regular basis. 
The Brisbane app was introduced at a time when our city was going through a pandemic, to support small business and to encourage residents to buy local, something that our record in this place is incredibly outstanding. In the last year alone, the LORD MAYOR just reminded me of the millions of dollars that we have paid to small business through our Local Buy strategy. You see, in this side of the Chamber, Madam Chair, we support small business. This app was introduced at a time, as I said, when our city was in a pandemic, when small business needed our help. Then we had a flood, Madam Chair. Another time when residents of Brisbane needed to get behind and support their small businesses, and why wouldn’t we, as a Council, do everything we can to support small business in our city?
It was an initiative and a project of the Economic Recovery Taskforce, and it has showcased Brisbane businesses to our visitors as well as residents. We believe in transparency on this side of the Chamber, Madam Chair, and we demonstrate that week in and week out. So just recently, the Opposition received answers to this Question on Notice about the Brisbane app. So let’s talk about those answers, because the data that we have shared clearly demonstrates that the app is still being downloaded on a regular basis. For an application which is now nearly 5 years old, the statistics are extremely encouraging and provide a platform of which to expand our digital offering. 
We have engagement with the app, like any app, which fluctuates, but we’re proud of it and we’re proud to be continuously striving to make our resources better for Brisbane residents and for Brisbane businesses that rely on this app for new customers. We can’t lose sight of the fact, though, Madam Chair, that this app was introduced at a time in our city to support small business. I’m incredibly proud of the progress that it’s made, the people who continue to use the app, the people who continue to download the app. I look forward, Madam Chair, to the opportunity to expand those offerings to not only the residents of Brisbane, but to the visitors who come to our wonderful city and who want to spend money to support small business in our city and I app-solutely commend the app to this Chamber.
Chair:	Further questions? 
	Councillor DIXON.
Question 9
Councillor DIXON:	My question is to the Chair of the Communities and the Arts Committee, Councillor HOWARD. 
	Councillor HOWARD, the Schrinner Council is making Brisbane’s lifestyle even better by investing in our city’s much-loved entertainment venues. Can you please update the Chamber on the latest project we have delivered to upgrade Brisbane’s iconic Riverstage?
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Well, thank you, Chair, and through you, I thank Councillor DIXON for the question. The Schrinner Council is committed to making Brisbane’s lifestyle even better, and this latest upgrade is just one of the many ways that we are delivering on that commitment. Riverstage is a real drawcard for bands and musicians all over the globe. An outdoor venue on the banks of the iconic Brisbane River, right in the middle of the CBD. There is a reason why bands keep coming back for more. We have had a record number of bookings this financial year, with 41 events scheduled over 2024-25. We’ve already had a star-studded line-up of concerts, including Tones and I, Lime Cordiale, Amy Shark, Empire of the Sun, Hosier, Leon Bridges, and I know there are a few listening out there who particularly enjoyed The Corrs last week. 
We love to hear from the many bands that have graced the Riverstage who tell us how much they love playing there, how unique the venue is, and how great it is to play to an open-air audience. I can also tell you my daughter goes along quite a lot. It’s not only an asset for the many bands and music lovers that flock to Riverstage every year, it also attracts thousands of patrons to the many local businesses in and around the CBD. 
In October last year, the Schrinner Council secured 2 new contracts for Riverstage: a new ticketing contract and a new bar services contract, which are already delivering better value for the ratepayers of Brisbane. We secured a much better return to Council through the ticketing contract, and as part of the bar services contract that was awarded to Northbourne Events Group, we have secured an exciting upgrade to Brisbane’s most iconic entertainment venue. Eight shipping containers have been converted into a vibrant new bar, enhancing the concert experience at the Riverstage. 
The new 2-storey bar is situated above the hill and gives concertgoers a unique advantage point and accessibility to the bar. The top floor of the bar, known as The Deck, will provide an exclusive space for concertgoers to elevate their concert experience. Fans of Prodigy were the first to experience the new Riverstage bar and The Deck on 16 February during a soft launch, which allowed free entry to The Deck and put the new facility to the test. I have it on good authority that concertgoers have absolutely loved the new offering, with a brand new space to dance, sing and jam to their favourite artists. 
Once we finish testing through the soft launch, residents and visitors to Brisbane will have the option of a new premium experience, to choose an upgraded experience through Ticketek. The best part about it is that it adds extra capacity so that even more people can enjoy their favourite artists in Brisbane’s live music venue, with an additional 65 tickets available to every event. Not only that, The Deck will also provide a new revenue stream for Council to help offset costs to the ratepayer. Proceeds from the tickets to The Deck will go to Council. It’s a great outcome for Riverstage patrons and for the ratepayer with this new revenue stream helping to offset costs. 
The revenue we generate from Riverstage helps save ratepayers money whilst growing Brisbane’s thriving nighttime economy. This brand new offering at Riverstage is just one of the many ways the Schrinner Council is working to make Brisbane’s lifestyle even better. Brisbane is Australia’s lifestyle capital and continues to capture global attention as one of the best places in the world to visit. Our record of delivering vibrant new precincts like Howard Smith Wharves, West Village, South Bank and Fish Lane have helped shape Brisbane’s incredible lifestyle. Parks and playgrounds like Bradbury Park, Hanlon Park and Archerfield Wetlands have created more to see and do in the suburbs. 
We’ve also delivered new sports fields like Nudgee Recreation Reserve and we’re spending 89% of our budget in the suburbs to ensure that Brisbane remains the best place to live, work and relax, including $2 Summer Dips, Coffee Carts in Parks, 20-year vision for Kedron Brook, master planning for the future of Wynnum, Manly and Lota foreshores, working with the Federal Government to improve the Brighton foreshore, upgrading the Wynnum Wading Pool, park and playground upgrades right across Brisbane, helping sporting clubs upgrade their lighting so more people can play sport for longer, delivering shade in every Brisbane playground and new and improved dog parks. These commitments create more to see and do in the suburbs to help make Brisbane’s lifestyle even better.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor HOWARD. 
	That now ends Question Time, Councillors. We’ll now move to—
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order.

PROCEDURAL MOTION –MOTION BE TAKEN OFF THE TABLE
407/2024-25
Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Lucy COLLIER, that the motion submitted by Councillor Lucy COLLIER at the meeting on 7 May 2024, be taken off the table. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Lucy COLLIER immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH, Trina MASSEY and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 19 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Tracy DAVIS, Julia DIXON, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.

Chair:	LORD MAYOR—
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order, Chair. Point of order.

PROCEDURAL MOTION – MOTION BE TAKEN OFF THE TABLE
408/2024-25
Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Lucy COLLIER, that the motion submitted by Councillor Lucy COLLIER at the meeting on 14 May 2024, be taken off the table. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Lucy COLLIER immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH, Trina MASSEY and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 19 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Tracy DAVIS, Julia DIXON, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.
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Chair:	LORD MAYOR, the Establishment and Coordination Committee report of 17 February 2025. 

The LORD MAYOR, Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Julia DIXON, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 February 2025, be adopted. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:	Seconded. Sorry.
Chair:	It’s already seconded. Thank you. Yes. That’s fine. Councillor DIXON seconded, it’s okay. 
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Just a quick rundown of the lighting up of our assets, like the Story Bridge, as I usually do. Tonight, our assets will be lit in maroon to support the 20th anniversary of the Critical Care Cancer Research Group, which obviously aims to raise awareness and funds to help with emerging cancer treatment research. Tomorrow, our assets will be lit in green and blue to raise awareness for eating disorders and people living with not only eating disorders, but those friends and family of those living with eating disorders as well. On Friday, our assets will be lit in blue to support Rare Disease Day, which is observed every year on the last day of February. 
On Saturday, our assets will be lit in blue, red and white to support Navy Week 2025. We had a Navy Week Ceremonial Sunset and Beat to Quarters in King George Square on Friday night. Thank you for joining us, Councillor WOLFF. It was fine until the ceremony started and then it started raining and then it stopped when the ceremony finished. But it was a great one nonetheless, and all of the Navy personnel that were there didn’t seem perturbed by a little bit of rain. They have wet feet and they were fine and it was great. On Sunday, our assets will be lit in purple to celebrate Queensland Women’s Week and obviously International Women’s Day is coming up as well very soon, so we continue to support that. We’re proud to have an Administration that has not only 50-50 women but 65% female representation. 
Speaking of that, just recently we announced the Lord Mayor’s Women in Business Grants recent recipients. And so, another more than 50 local female-led businesses received funding through this program. We initiated the program as part of our ongoing business support, of which there are many aspects. We identified, thanks to the help of a number of people that provided advice to us—particularly I want to shout out Fleur Madden as well, who is an amazing and inspirational female entrepreneur in this city. We established this program and it’s now been going on for several years and it’s been delivering some great outcomes. 
Many people are saying that have received this funding that it’s not just the funding that makes a difference, it’s the network that they build, it’s the support they get from the Business Hub, through BEDA, and a whole range of support and mentoring. But also, it’s that critical boost of confidence to know that someone has assessed their business in a competitive environment, and this is a highly competitive environment here. Many more applications are received than grants are given out, so there is significant competition. For them to receive the funding and be awarded in this program gives them that boost of confidence to go to the next level, and we’ve seen that happen in so many occasions as well. 
We had the opening of the Stilts restaurant on the Kangaroo Point Bridge just recently as well, and that will be a fantastic, iconic Brisbane venue which I think is one of a kind. Together with Mulga Bill’s, which is on the banks of the river, serving up great food, these things will generate a return to ratepayers which will help go towards the ongoing maintenance of the bridge. I want to thank our operator, Michael Tassis and the Tassis Group, for getting that facility up and running. We know they’ll do a fantastic job, him and his team. I also want to acknowledge Ross Elliott as well, because it was actually Ross’s idea to design a bridge with a restaurant on it. 
It was a fantastic idea. When the engineers first heard the idea, they weren’t sure whether it was a serious request that was being made or not, but Councillor MURPHY pointed out that when they started looking into it, the location of the restaurant actually helps balance out the weighting of the bridge, because it is on the city side and the main and heavy span is on the other side of the river. So having that heavy restaurant on one side helps to balance the bridge from an engineering point of view, so a win-win situation there. 
Now, I’ve been reading in The Courier-Mail that the Gold Coast would like to have the swimming for the 2032 Games. Look, this is obviously part of Mayor Tom Tate’s advocacy of his city and this is, I guess, understandable. But I want to congratulate Tom, because he may have been a sceptic to start with. He never signed up to the original deal when all the Councils put money in to go after the Games. So he was an early sceptic, but he’s well and truly on board now and he’s vigorously advocating. He sees the opportunities now, and good luck to him, because in the end we all have a job of advocating for the city that we represent. 
So, we’ll forgive him for being an early sceptic and encourage him to keep up advocating for his city, because I know that the Gold Coast wants to be like Brisbane. I know that they want a bit of the shine and the gold dust from Brisbane from this Olympic opportunity. They want to be part of it and that’s good. But it is important that we’re aware of what is being proposed here. Now, the swimming is proposed to be held in a venue called the Brisbane Arena. The Brisbane Arena is a mid-sized indoor stadium where the pool will be constructed temporarily in this stadium. Think of it as a replacement for the Boondall entertainment centre. 
This is effectively what we’re talking about in an inner-city location. It will serve as a swimming venue for the Olympics and Paralympics, but then it will become an ongoing entertainment centre for the people of Brisbane. So, if the swimming goes to the Gold Coast, what that would mean would be the loss of the Brisbane Arena as a legacy asset for the people of Brisbane and South East Queensland. And I say Brisbane and South East Queensland because we know that, just last night, and in recent times, we’ve had concerts happening at the Boondall entertainment centre. People are coming from all over South East Queensland. It’s been a reminder of exactly why we need a world-class, inner-city entertainment centre to replace Boondall. Boondall’s had its day and in fact, the discussions on replacing Boondall have been going on now for around 15 years. 
Back in 2010, people started talking about the need to replace Boondall. It wasn’t fit for purpose. It wasn’t conducive of—well, it wasn’t representative of what a world-class city deserves and it wasn’t the right venue to attract the economic outcome that we would desire as a legacy from the Games. There’s a lot of talk about legacy, and it’s always been accepted that Brisbane Arena will be one of those legacy assets. Not built for the Games, but built in time for the Games, funded by the Federal Government, and we thank them for their agreement to fund this venue. But it is the world-class, mid-size entertainment venue that Brisbane deserves to replace Boondall. 
If we didn’t have the swimming in Brisbane, we wouldn’t have Brisbane Arena being built in Brisbane and no legacy outcome. That would mean that Boondall would be our long-term solution for entertainment in that mid-sized range. Does anyone think that’s a good outcome from a legacy point of view? In fact, everyone has agreed that Boondall needs to be replaced. The ideal location for Boondall to be replaced in is in an inner-city location. The reason for that is great public transport access. The other reason is that it enhances the economic benefit of the venue. 
Just think about all those people that went to see the Drake concert. They were waiting outside locked gates for hours and hours. Now, did they have local bars and restaurants to go to? Were there things to do before and after? They were sitting in the car park in Boondall, locked out. They had to take a wee in the bushes. This is what we’re talking about, this is the current situation here. So, to have an inner-city venue means that people can do things before and after the event. It generates jobs, it generates economic activity, people can have a meal or a drink before or after the event, and the transport is good. 
So, all I’m saying is when it comes to legacy, there’s an important legacy that everyone agrees will be delivered through Brisbane Arena and if the swimming is held somewhere else other than Brisbane, that legacy is lost to the people of Brisbane and South East Queensland. Does anyone think I will stand for that as LORD MAYOR of Brisbane? Absolutely not. I will fight tooth and nail to make sure that the swimming does happen in Brisbane and that we do get a good legacy outcome from the Brisbane arena.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
409/2024-25
At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR, seconded by Councillor Julia DIXON.

Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Before I finish up on the issue of Brisbane Arena and the Olympics and venue reviews, I just wanted to reinforce the point that the Federal Government is behind Brisbane Arena and in fact has agreed to fund the entire project. The deal that was done between the State Government and the Federal Government was that the State Government would fund the stadium investment that was required, and the Federal Government would fund the Brisbane Arena investment. So, each has a role to play. I think it’s worth quoting the words of not only the Minister for Sport but also the local member who represents the Boondall entertainment centre, Anika Wells. Anika says here, ‘it is as the steward of Boondall that I say, sadly, we do need a better fit-for-purpose, inner-city, world-class venue.’ She’s right. World-class facility. So yes, she represents the Boondall area and we have some emotional attachment to that, but we know we need to do better. 
So the Labor Federal Government and Minister Anika Wells knows that Brisbane Arena in an inner-city location here is the right outcome from a legacy benefit. It’s the right economic outcome. It will support local business. It will help create jobs. It will provide an ongoing asset that the people of Brisbane and South East Queensland and further afield can enjoy for decades to come. But if we don’t have the swimming here, we don’t have Brisbane Arena and we lose a major legacy item. Now, there’s been lots of debate about the stadium and people have different views on that. But until now, there has been no debate on whether we need a new arena. Everyone has agreed. Both sides of politics. You don’t see disagreement on the need for a legacy venue Brisbane Arena. It has been widely agreed. 
From when the debate started 15 years ago, everyone knows Boondall needs to be replaced. It needs to be replaced in an inner-city location and it needs to be replaced sooner rather than later. So let’s not miss this opportunity to deliver a lasting legacy so that Drake fans and whoever else is performing—Kylie Minogue, Chris Stapleton, whoever else is performing—can actually have that inner-city venue where people can have an experience before and after the show. Really boosts the economy, support local business and not be stuck in a car park with no toilet facilities waiting for a show to start. That’s not world class. Brisbane should aspire to a world class legacy venue and the Brisbane Arena will help deliver that. 
I also did want to say Councillor CASSIDY tried to raise the issue of reproductive leave. I just wanted to say, we have already increased access to reproductive leave as part of our current EBA negotiations. This is something we’ve been talking proactively and positively with the unions on and ultimately, we’re ready to do a deal. We want to do a deal. We were ready to do a deal a significant time ago and it’s sad that the unions continue to hold up this process and delay workers getting a pay rise in their pockets, delay workers getting access to better reproductive leave, because that is exactly what’s happening. You’ve got unions standing in the way. 
This is a function of the IR (Industrial Relations) system, which has been stacked in favour of unions justifying their own existence. So instead of allowing workers to have a ballot and go to the vote on this, all of the unions have to agree under the State IR framework. Why do they delay things? Because it gives them some kind of relevance. It justifies their own job. They can try and convince someone that they’re fighting for something, even though we’ve got a great offer on the table and workers have been telling us they want to sign up to it now. Yet the unions delay and, as we heard, bus drivers alone—because of union delays, it’s costing them over $130,000 a week in lost pay increases that they could have in their pockets right now. The same goes for reproductive leave. If you want better access to reproductive leave, let’s go to the ballot, let’s sign up. The unions need to get out of the way and let’s get that pay rise and those extra benefits going out to our workers. 
Item A is the Annual Operational Plan and quarterly progress report for the period ending in December 2024. Now, these are always interesting debates. I just want to say—and I think it was touched on in Question Time—we went into the election very transparently. In fact, 6 months out from the last Council election, we were being very upfront with people about the need to reduce our spending and reduce our expenditure. Why? To keep the budget balanced and to relieve the pressure on rates and rents. Our position going into the election is that we’ll target a 10% reduction in spending, and that will help keep rates down. We’ve delivered that, because in the budget after the election, we’ve kept rates down. We’ve maintained the lowest rates in South East Queensland that residential ratepayers are paying, and we intend to keep rates down as much as possible. 
But there was an alternative proposal put forward. While we said we would reduce expenditure by 10%, Labor and the Greens proposed to increase expenditure by at least 20%. $3.5 billion of unfunded and new commitments that they had no plan to pay for. So there’s now a 30% delta, a 30% difference between what we took to the election, what the Labor and the Green coalition of chaos took to the election, and it’s going to play out really starkly into the future. Because we were up front about people when we said we need to keep costs down to protect ratepayers, to protect renters, and that’s exactly what we are doing. This financial report shows that we’ve been doing a fantastic job in reducing expenditure. 
Now, Labor will trumpet on about, oh, there’s been reductions in expenditure, isn’t it terrible? That’s exactly what we promised we would do. So when you hear them use the C word, that’s exactly what we promised. We promised to reduce expenditure. This is not some kind of secret plan that we had. We were very upfront about it. Labor went into the election promising that they would spend more and they criticised our plan to save money. What was the result of the election? They received the lowest citywide vote in 100 years. In 100 years, in the entire history of Brisbane City Council, Labor received the lowest vote they have ever received, promising to spend more and criticising us for saving money for ratepayers. 
So whatever they say today, keep that in mind, because one side has a plan, one side has been open about that plan. One side has no plan other than to pull out the credit card and go crazy. What happens when you do that? We’ve seen the evidence up the road in George Street. You break the budget, you pass on extra costs to taxpayers and ratepayers, extra borrowing costs, because the State Government is about to lose their credit rating. That’s what happens when Labor or the Greens get in charge of the finances, and so we’ve made sure that didn’t happen. We’ve reduced our expenditure, just as we have promised we would.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	No, no, that’s all right. You’re giving us the look? Okay. But the other thing that’s important is, when it comes to this report, it’s important to bear in mind that close to 90% now of our entire budget is being spent in the suburbs of Brisbane. Not in the CBD, but in the suburbs, and that is something that I gave a commitment on as well. In the election, I said we will spend at least 80% of all Council spending in the suburbs, not in the city, and we’ve exceeded that target year in, year out, and it’s now getting close to 90% in this particular year. So we are absolutely serious about keeping costs down, reducing expenditure, because it’s what we promised to do. This report shows that that is exactly what we’ve been doing. 
Labor will try and play the spooky music, but actually, as I said, we’re really, really upfront. We could not have been more upfront about this, and it is a good set of numbers. It’s a balanced budget and it’s a budget that, into the future, will help us keep costs down. It’s a budget that has a small surplus, a surplus of 10%. Why do we do that? I remember when I talked about a surplus in the past, Councillor CASSIDY scoffed and laughed and he’s like, you’ve got a bizarre obsession with a surplus. Yes, I do. Yes, I do. Why? Because it provides a buffer zone, and the lessons of recent years show that you need that buffer zone. 
Sometimes even when you have a 10% buffer zone, you need more and costs have gone up by significantly more than 10% in recent years. We’ve reduced our expenditure, we’ve done the responsible thing, and that into the future will allow us to keep rates as low as possible. The alternative was $3.5 billion worth of uncosted, irresponsible policies.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Move for an—no? Okay, we’re all good.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor CHONG WAH.
Councillor CHONG WAH:	I rise to speak on the Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report for the period ended December 2024. Communities across our city are missing out on vital maintenance and infrastructure like footpaths, parks, libraries, bike lanes, footbridges, pedestrian crossings, traffic calming devices and important library programs like the First 5 Forever. Parents have been devastated by the LNP’s callous cuts. 
As we see on page 9 of this quarterly financial report, these cuts are happening because our LNP Administration is gifting money to developers, cutting infrastructure charges for wealthy developers by 50% to 75% under the guise of creating homes for many residents that are under the housing stress. But where is all this affordable housing? And where are most of the new housing developments? They are in our city’s highest risk flood zones. 
This quarterly financial report states that under Program 1 – Transport for Brisbane, page 15 of this report, patronage growth across the ferry network has actually increased by 46.5% for the July to December 2024 period, compared with the same period last year. I’ll just repeat that, 46.5%. Despite that growth, 51 daily services have been cut from the Milton ferry terminal. Fifty-one. This is a 40% reduction in services to Milton. As we can see in this quarterly financial report, again on page 15, there was community consultation on changes to the CityHopper network. Meanwhile, to cut 40% of ferry services to Milton, there was no consultation, no contact with myself as a local Councillor, and no attempt to engage in residents. This clearly suggests a poorly made and rushed political decision. 
We can see on page 15 of this quarterly report that the Administration has initiated the construction of 2 new CityCats. I finally received Councillor MURPHY’s response to my letter requesting a justification for the Milton ferry services reduction, 8 weeks after sending it. However, there is no mention of the 2 new CityCats in his letter or how they will be used. The 2 new CityCats listed on page 15 of this financial report. This LNP Administration had 2 years to plan for the CityCats stopping at the new Howard Smith Wharves. Clearly, no planning was done for this additional terminal to accommodate the extra CityCat’s usage. 
As we see on page 15 of this financial report, Council is happy to boast about patronage, yet I was disappointed that Councillor MURPHY has neglected to supply any patronage data to my office. Hiding information is a signature tactic for an LNP completely lacking transparency. Bring back the Milton ferry services.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I rise to speak on the annual quarterly report as it relates to my portfolio on transport. Can I say, Madam Chair, what a year it’s been for transport in this city. We know that keeping Brisbane moving is the number one priority of our LORD MAYOR. It’s the number one priority of this Administration and we’ve continued to deliver this financial year. But let’s recap. In August, we unveiled the race to gold, our 2032 Games transport legacy. This is a proposal that continues to demonstrate our commitment to improving public transport and active transport beyond the Games, ensuring that our city is able to move during the Games and that people can use the transport infrastructure and the legacy that we deliver for generations to come. 
Of course, when we talk about generations to come, we talk about the Bridges for Brisbane Program, which is featured in this report, an example of tremendous legacy transport for our city, pedestrian bridges which are improving active travel links in Brisbane. Of course, we know in December we opened the Kangaroo Point Bridge. That has blown past all expectations, initial modelling of 66,100 trips per day by 2036 and in fact, it’s almost doubled that 11 years early. Of course, we also have the lifestyle offerings that are part of that bridge, and the LORD MAYOR spoke about it earlier, Mulga Bill’s and Stilts, which are now open. The addition to these great venues is creating more of a precinct and we are committed to future bridges within that program. 
We’re very hopeful that this coming Federal election, that there will be commitments made from both sides of politics to further our Bridges to Brisbane Program. We’re very hopeful about that, because we think that the proof is in the pudding when it comes to these bridges. They are so popular that last week we had the spectacle of all 3 sides of politics in this Chamber trying to claim credit for that program, and I think that shows what a fantastic success—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	Well, I’ll take the interjection from the LORD MAYOR, Madam Chair. The Labor Party have been saying for many years that these bridges were inner-city vanity projects that were draining the budget dry and were causing us to not be able to deliver things in their wards that they want, but they were very quick to rise and to claim credit for the program and that we had stolen their idea. But I think that shows them up for what they are when it comes to policy minds in this Chamber. 
Of course, the biggest thing, Madam Chair, has been Brisbane Metro. We know that Council has been committed to Brisbane Metro for now 8 years and this commitment has been enduring because the benefits of Brisbane Metro are enduring for our city. In this report, of course, we had the 169 trial, which proved to be a tremendous success, Madam Chair. That demonstrated the enthusiasm of the public for Brisbane Metro and it helped us to prepare for the commencement of services. In February, we launched the M2 line. We’ve already had over 230,000 passengers ride the M2 service. It’s been so successful, and patronage is now significantly up on the old route 66. 
We continue to receive positive feedback from commuters, and we’re very excited about the future of this bus and what it means for bus rapid transit in Australia, and what it means for Brisbane to be able to build out this great network that we’ve got of busways, transitways and bus priority zones to get more people moving on public transport in our city, because God knows we need it. God knows there’s been never a better time to get on public transport with 50 cent fares being made permanent by the Crisafulli Government. 
Of course, there are some exciting milestones for Brisbane Metro yet to come. Stage 3 and the launch of M1 and Brisbane’s New Bus Network, and then of course in quarter 3 this year, the opening of the Adelaide Street tunnel. It is all very, very, very, very exciting. 
Now, Madam Chair, Councillor CHONG WAH raised some issues around CityCats and how the CityCats, which are under construction, will be used. I know that Councillor CHONG WAH is new to this place, but let me just explain the CityCat build program for all Councillors. What happens is we build new CityCats and we retire the old CityCats, which are now 20 years old and at the end of their life. So what that means is that there’s actually not a net change in the amount of CityCats that we have in our city. So if you don’t have more CityCats but you are renewing the same amount of CityCats that you have, then you can only service the existing network that you have today. So when you add in a new terminal, which is what happened in Howard Smith Wharves, you have to take some out. and that’s what we did there.
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, your time has expired. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor MASSEY.
Councillor MASSEY:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to stand on the annual report.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MASSEY:	The quarterly, sorry. I’m just having a little bit of a moment. What we heard before from the LORD MAYOR was an amazing way to preface the fact that this annual quarterly report is full of cuts. But it’s not just the cuts. What we see here intrinsically is budget mismanagement. It’s the outcome of the lasting effects of the 10% in budget cuts and the developer welfare handouts that were pushed in the same year, in late 2023. So, let’s break it down a little bit. 
In Program 1, we’re seeing both expenditure and capital expenditure fall below budget. Yes, absolutely, we’ve got the Kangaroo Point green bridge through you, Chair, that Councillor MURPHY talked about earlier, fantastic. But where’s the follow-through? The bus stops that were promised to be made accessible? Nowhere to be seen. There’s no clear information about future bikeway concept designs, at what point there are, and where, of course, is the Kangaroo Point to Shafston Avenue shared bikeway? From memory, it was very publicly announced that it could be built before the end of the year, but here we are with no information or no even public designs available. 
But what have we seen? We’ve seen the 86 bus cut, we’ve seen ferry services slashed and frankly, it’s not looking good for many of the projects that were lauded in here in this Chamber just last June. Most of them are now likely to be pushed down the road. So it’s not just about the cuts or the challenges, what we are seeing is projects being pushed further, further, further down the road, which I believe is something I spoke about in the Chambers in November 2023. 
In Program 2, the focus on infrastructure from Brisbane, the numbers aren’t looking any better. Revenue expenditure and capital expenditure are all below budget. The funding that was supposed to maintain and improve our transport networks is being shifted around. In layman terms, we’re seeing that funding moved in here to capital expenditure, but even in here, we see that capital expenditure is quite low. Intrinsically, it also states in the papers that we are moving some of that budget to capital expenditure and drainage, but of course, only 2 drainage projects out of 7 from the budget that were promised have been completed, and it’s even worse when we look at stormwater projects. There’s only 3 of 15 projects listed in this update that have been completed or progressed. 
Program 3, which focuses on a Sustainable City, continues seemingly to maybe suffer the most. Again, lack of transparency, but we’ve gone on and on about that. There’s no mention of community street planting projects, no upgrades of dog off‑leash area refurbishments, no upgrades of metropolitan districts and neighbourhood parks. I’m not saying that these things aren’t happening. I’m not saying they’re not being done. I’m sure some of it is, but it’s clear from the documents that we, as a Brisbane City Council, have not done nearly enough. 
Of course, we come then to the truly alarming figure within Program 5, lifestyle and communities. Very specifically, the $9.2 million which has been spent on capital expenditure. This is a mere fraction, less than 25%, of reallocated capital expenses for this program and demonstrates where we are lagging in our deliveries. We are in February. The end of year is what, 4 months away? Less. We can see right here less than a quarter of what we were supposed to spend in capital expenses has been spent in facilities, community facilities. 
It’s clear that this budget is in crisis. What does that mean? It’s hard to understand because we don’t get the transparency, but it is full of delayed projects, delayed funding and also missed opportunities. Now, obviously, with staff reductions that are not only looming but in place, there’s no chance for making up for the work that’s been delayed or outright ignored. The cuts are too deep and the consequences are already being felt around our city. We need a Council that prioritises people of Brisbane over developer handouts and short-term political gains. We need a Council that invests in the services, infrastructure and communities—
Chair:	Councillor MASSEY, your time has expired. 
Councillor MASSEY:	—and that doesn’t just talk about all the cuts they’re doing to excuse them.
Chair:	Are there any further questions? 
	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to speak to item A, the Annual Operation Plan quarterly progress report. Chair, I’m proud to speak to item A, our mid-year budget report. It’s a direct reflection of this Schrinner Council’s commitment to making Brisbane even better. In the first 6 months of this financial year, we have already delivered so much, whether it be the Schrinner Council’s brand new Lord Mayor’s Safer Suburbs Grants program that has delivered more than $500,000 in funding to 69 community organisations right across Brisbane to help protect our clubs from Labor’s legacy of rampant crime, or delivering more than 4,460 free or low-cost health and fitness sessions through our Active and Healthy program, which almost 50,000 residents have benefited from. 
This year, again, we hosted 15 Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Parties. We delivered another amazing Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols and continued to deliver Australia’s largest library service delivered by any local government, with more than 2.7 million visits to our libraries and more than 4.7 million loans and downloads. Again, Chair, this is just for the first 6 months of this financial year. The Labor-Greens coalition of chaos can stand up and make claims left, right and centre, but residents know the truth. The Labor-Greens coalition of chaos wants to force residents to pay more. They made billions—big-spending promises during the election which would drive up Council spending by a staggering 20%. 
The Schrinner Council is putting downward pressure on rates and rents by keeping the budget balanced while prioritising projects like the Lord Mayor’s Safer Suburbs and the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants program, delivering more than $3 million in funding to community organisations across Brisbane. Our Active and Healthy Parks Program, delivering thousands of free and low-cost events and activities, making iconic festivals and events like Brisbane Festival and Brisbane Writers Festival possible through our Signature City Festivals program, creating more to see and do through our festival and events program, delivering all important support to the many community events that celebrate our multicultural and vibrant city. 
Our Outdoor Cinema in the Suburbs, our Bands in the Parks, BrisAsia Festival—Councillor KIM was just talking about how incredible BrisAsia was, a festival that was created by this Schrinner Council. Madam Chair, we are delivering new and better facilities like the Kenmore Community Centre and lighting upgrades for community clubs. We’re supporting a thriving creative economy through programs like The QUBE Effect, supporting our emerging artists, giving them a head start so that they can go on to achieve an amazing, professional music career, like our former alumni, Sycco, who was our very own Brisbane born and bred singer and songwriter, who is now taking the world by storm. 
Last financial year, we established new funding for Australasian Dance Collective through our Cultural Organisations program. This financial year, we established new funding for Voxalis, who I joined just last week to launch their new season. The wonderful thing about funding organisations like Voxalis is that they are collaborating with other emerging artists, and this is truly the reason why the Schrinner Council is able to support our wonderful emerging arts and cultural activities. I know that they are so appreciative to be part of our Cultural Organisation program, and this multi-year funding means the world to organisations like Voxalis and Australasian Dance Collective. 
Of course, we are continuing to deliver the largest library service of any local government in Australia. We deliver 3 times more funding for libraries than our closest comparative library network, which is run by the City of Gold Coast, because in Brisbane, residents pay less and get more. Residents continue to enjoy free access to more than 1.6 million collection items available across 33 libraries, the mobile and pop-up libraries. This is in addition to the thousands of free activities, events and workshops we continue to deliver each year, including everything from toddler storytime to English conversation groups and digital literacy training. 
We continue to deliver one of the most accessible library services in the nation, with programs like our audiobook postal service for vision impaired residents, our home library service for those who are unable to visit our libraries, and there’s so much more, Madam Chair.
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired. Thank you. 
	Further speakers? Further speakers? 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Madam Chair. I rise to speak on item A. The number one promise, Madam Chair, that we gave to the people of Brisbane was to be financially responsible, to keep costs down, and to take the pressure off rates and rents. This report before us today shows that we’re doing exactly just that. It outlines our progress against the budget that the LORD MAYOR handed down last June. It was a sensible budget, all about living within our means and keeping costs down so that we don’t pass on costs to our residents. 
But there are only 2 ways that you can do that, Madam Chair. An approach that respects ratepayers’ money and manages expenses carefully in an environment where the cost of nearly everything has risen dramatically over the past few years or, in contrast, you take the approach of the Green-Labor coalition of chaos, which was to make $3.5 billion worth of unfunded election commitments, a budget black hole that could have only been filled by massive rate rises, the likes of which we haven’t seen since the last time that lot were in office. Four rate rises of above 6% in the years when inflation was very low or non-existent under Labor council. That is their record, Madam Chair. 
Since the budget was handed down in June, external economic and financial pressures continue to be felt and costs are continuing to go up. Material rises in key costs since the budget, continue to impact our bottom line, including a 4.4% increase in cement costs, 11.2% increase in electrical equipment and an average of 4.3% increases in all other materials. While the first cash rate reduction seen by the Reserve Bank last week is a welcome relief for many, cash rate reductions are not happening as soon or as quickly as forecast mid-last year. While the global economy has shown resilience, geopolitical tensions continue to pose risks, particularly in energy and commodity markets. 
Domestically, economic growth has slowed. Australia’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) grew just 0.3% in the September 2024 quarter, bringing annual growth to 0.8% for the year. Madam Chair, for Council, it means we must remain vigilant with our own spending. Households across Brisbane are tightening their budgets and we’re making the responsible decision to do exactly the same thing in Council. Our budget is balanced and it has weathered the impacts of a pandemic and a flood. We’re keeping it balanced to weather the impacts of a global inflation crisis, while ensuring that Brisbane’s owner-occupiers pay the cheapest residential rates in South East Queensland. 
We continue to provide the most generous pensioner rebate scheme in Queensland. If you look at the neighbouring councils, they might offer $100, $200, maybe $250. We offer full pensioners a 40% rebate up to the value of $1,248, or 20% for part pensioners up to the value of $624. These rebates are benefiting around 40,000 Brisbane pensioners each and every year. Of course, it’s in addition to our free off-peak travel for seniors on Brisbane buses and ferries, green bins for less than a dollar a week, down from the previous cost of over $90 every year. Madam Chair, as Councillor HOWARD mentioned, our ever-popular $2 Summer Dips were back this summer so residents can stay cool for less. 
Today’s report does show revenue to be on track with budget projections and that Council is progressing well against our almost $1 billion capital program this financial year, with $480 million spent across the city. Investments in keeping Brisbane moving, like progressing our transformational projects, including the Kangaroo Point Bridge, Moggill Road corridor upgrade and the turn-up-and-go Brisbane Metro. But again, Madam Chair, the budget the LORD MAYOR handed down this year was first and foremost focused on our suburbs. 
The Lord Mayor’s suburbs first guarantee ensures that more than 80% of our investment occurs in Brisbane suburbs and as the LORD MAYOR said, we’re approaching the 90% mark, with a figure of 89%. Through careful management of Council’s expenditure, we’re on track, but continued caution is required in the face of economic and market volatility. Keeping costs down to ease pressure on household rates and rents was a key priority for the LORD MAYOR and for me during the last year’s Council election. In stark contrast—
Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, your time has expired. 
	Further speakers? Further speakers? 
	LORD MAYOR? 
	We’ll now put that to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

[bookmark: _Hlk189825386]Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Trina MASSEY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk191458121]AYES: 19 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, and Councillors Krista ADAMS, Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Tracy DAVIS, Julia DIXON, Alex GIVNEY, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, Ryan MURPHY, Danita PARRY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Penny WOLFF.

NOES: 7 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Lucy COLLIER, Emily KIM, Charles STRUNK, Seal CHONG WAH, Trina MASSEY and Nicole JOHNSTON.

[bookmark: _Hlk93673482]The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

[bookmark: _Hlk189658389]The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Fiona Cunningham) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Tracy Davis, Vicki Howard, Sarah Hutton, Ryan Murphy and Andrew Wines.

[bookmark: _Toc191905828]A	ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 2024
		134/695/317/1498
410/2024-25
1.	The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

2.	Sections 196(2) and (3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) state that the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) must present financial reports to Council at least quarterly. The reports are to state the progress that has been made in relation to Council’s budget.

3.	Section 166(3) of the Regulation states that the CEO must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than 3 months.

4.	The Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report for the period ended December 2024 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) includes:
-	Section 1 – Quarterly Financial Report
-	Section 2 – Annual Operational Plan Progress Report
-	Section 3 – Commercialised Businesses.

5.	The previous financial report for the period ended 27 September 2024 was presented to Council on 19 November 2024. The current report relates to the period ended 27 December 2024.

6.	The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

7.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 2024

As:

(i) sections 196(2) and (3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 require that the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) present financial reports to Council at least quarterly

(ii) section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 states that the CEO must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than 3 months,

then:

(i) Council directs that the Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report for the period ended December 2024, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), be noted.
ADOPTED
[bookmark: _Toc114546464][bookmark: _Toc114546753]

[bookmark: _Toc191905829]TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, Transport Committee. 

Councillor Ryan MURPHY, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Transport Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Danita PARRY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor MURPHY. 
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Before we get on to the Committee report, I just wanted to briefly discuss Council’s dispute in particular with the RTBU (Rail, Tram, and Bus Union). I’m very pleased that the union has delayed potential strike action until Friday. The union, of course, has made the decision to delay strike action because they’re saying progress has been made in the negotiations. That’s a good thing, but it’s unfortunate that we don’t already have an agreement. The point has been well made by the DEPUTY MAYOR and the LORD MAYOR that we have been in negotiations on this agreement since midway through last year. This very much to us looks like the union justifying their own existence and delaying until the expiry of the agreement to then make backpay an issue. This is very much what this looks like. 
I don’t know, maybe Councillor CASSIDY will make a contribution in the Transport Committee report, but I wonder if they teach this at union camp, if this is 101 on how to negotiate a certified agreement, to delay until after the agreement has expired, to make backpay an issue, to get media attention and to say that you are the champion of workers, when, in fact, you are seeking to deny them the pay rise that they very truly have well earned. So I hope that that’s not the case. I hope that we can get an agreement here quickly and I hope that the residents of Brisbane and the visitors to our city are not subjected to mass bus strikes in order to make sure that a few people at the top of the union—who don’t drive buses, by the way—are able to justify their continued exorbitant pay packets. 
Now, with that said, Madam Chair, I think we can get to the Committee report. What I want to say here is that when we deal with issues of strikes and of network unavailability, whether that’s because of industrial action or whether it’s because of traffic on the network or a burst water main, as it would be, we have something called the Network Control Centre (NCC). They did a superb job of mitigating the disruption from last week’s industrial action. They coordinated solutions to keep buses on the road and to stop service cancellations. 
Ironically, it was just last week when the Transport Committee received a presentation about the Network Control Centre. It operates 21.5 hours of the day and 24 hours a day from Friday to Sunday. The NCC plays a critical role in Brisbane’s transport network. The centre runs Brisbane’s bus network, it manages incidents and it supports our assets in the field. Our console support officers provide coverage for quite literally thousands of bus drivers who are on the road at any one time. Indeed, the NCC received over 140,000 calls in 2024. Likewise, when a bus has an incident, operators at the NCC will send out a transport operations vehicle to resolve that scenario. 
Thirty-two console support operators work night and day to coordinate with our bus drivers to keep them on the road. Little wonder that this group of seasoned campaigners helped to stabilise our network last week, and to call additional resources into support where we had service cancellations. Because of them, we know we were able to mitigate that impact to around about 80 services that were cancelled, when it could have been up to 400 or 500. So the NCC did a tremendous job. Madam Chair, we know that it doesn’t have to be this way. We hope that we don’t have to rely on the NCC later this week to avoid a calamitous situation. 
We very much believe in a negotiated settlement to these disputes and not conflict, so we are very pleased to see that the RTBU are back at the negotiating table this week, but the next step is to finalise the deal. Council has a very fair, decent and reasonable pay rise on the table. The public know that this offer is generous and our other unions and our staff do as well. So, Madam Chair, the bus is about to leave. Let’s hope that the RTBU get on it. Thank you. 
Chair:	Further speakers? No further speakers. 
	We’ll now put the motion to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Ryan Murphy (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Danita Parry (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Greg Adermann, Lucy Collier and Julia Dixon.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Emily Kim.

[bookmark: _Toc191905830]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – NETWORK COORDINATION CENTRE
411/2024-25
[bookmark: _Hlk50022291][bookmark: _Hlk109226149]1.	The General Manager, Transport Operations, Transport for Brisbane, and the Manager, Operational Performance, Transport Operations, attended the meeting to provide an overview of the Network Coordination Centre (NCC). They provided the information below.

2.	The NCC is located within the Brisbane Metropolitan Transport Management Centre (BMTMC) in Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane City, and forms part of an alliance between Council and the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads with the Traffic Management Centre and Busways Operations Centre. Core responsibilities of the NCC include:
-	bus network management
-	bus incident management
-	asset support.

3.	Generally, 2 Transport Operations Vehicles (TOV) are operational at all times to service Council’s bus network. TOVs are responsible for:
-	assisting Bus Operators who have been involved in a conflict or incident, including providing onsite support, as required
-	assisting Bus Operators who have a defective bus
-	providing customer support during planned and unplanned events.

4.	The NCC oversees Council’s entire bus network, with up to 7 consoles operating 21.5 hours a day from Monday to Thursday, and 24 hours from Friday to Sunday. Console Support Operators (CSOs) oversee more than 1,130 buses during peak times, and respond to calls based on priority level, with emergency calls prioritised first. CSOs are also responsible for: 
-	supporting Bus Operators in the event of an incident, including arranging assistance, as required
-	arranging coverage for any immediate trips if a Bus Operator or service is unable to continue
-	supporting depot and garage operations.

5.	Every reported incident must be logged by CSOs on Council’s Incident Management System. On average, it takes 6 to 7 minutes for officers to log a general incident. More complex matters, such as those requiring emergency services, can take substantially longer and may require assistance from other officers. 

6.	The Committee was provided with an overview of various status call request descriptors that can be received by the NCC from Bus Operators, including:
	-	Emergency
-	Stop bus
	-	Stop service
	-	Late – urgent
	-	General enquiry
	-	After hours sign-on
	-	Event operations
	-	Bus full
	-	QSBS (notifications relating to Queen Street Bus Station)
-	Respond to open call.

7.	Throughout 2024, the NCC received a total of 140,000 radio calls, with an average of 450 calls received each day. The average response times were:
-	5 to 12 seconds for emergency calls
-	5 minutes and 50 seconds for all priority calls
-	90 to 120 seconds for calls relating to a stopped bus. 
The Committee was shown an image of the console operating system, including an example of a Tait digital radio call.

8.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager and the Manager for their informative update. 

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc191905831]INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Chair:	Councillor WINES, Infrastructure Committee. 

Councillor Andrew WINES, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor WINES. 
Councillor WINES:	Thanks, Madam Chair. Just before I get into the report, there was a couple of Questions on Notice that I was unable to provide an answer for, which I will provide an answer for now. The question was, the closure of Herschel Street, was it part of the Roma Street PDA (Priority Development Area)? Did Council get consulted and agree to this closure? The closure of Herschel Street was part of the Roma Street PDA. Council was consulted by the Cross River Rail Delivery Authority (CRRA) and the option was supported by Transport Planning Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, Transport for Brisbane and Translink. The RfPC14 (Request for Project Change 14) was submitted to the Coordinator‑General by the CRRA on 9 April 2024 and subsequently displayed for public comment between 29 April and 13 May 2024. 
The other question asked was, what is the status of the bike detour and traffic management plans around the Dexus site on Eagle Street? The answer is, the existing traffic management plan—place includes riverwalk closed until January 2026, bicycles detoured, the development frontage footpath on Eagle Street closed and one lane of Eagle Street frontage occupied by work zone. Dexus has requested an amendment to the above provisions. However, they are currently being assessed and not yet finalised. The context for those answers is that last week, the Committee heard our ordinary report or the ordinarily occurring report, I should say—it was an extraordinary report provided by our officers, of course, about our major projects and in particular inner-city projects. 
Sometimes I feel like Councillors don’t understand why it comes through the Infrastructure Committee, but we have a dedicated team of people who assess and provide support for major projects to ensure that the traffic operations around those projects has as limited effect on the network as possible. So they work with the predicted private motor vehicle movements, they work with our public transport operators of all varieties, and they also consider the needs of active transport users for how they will affect—how projects of all varieties, whether it be Cross River Rail, whether it be the Dexus redevelopment of the old Eagle Street Pier—all of those projects—our officers then work with them to consider how best the effects of those can be mitigated, how we can work with them to get the best outcomes and what can be done to ensure that that work continues with as little effect on our network. 
So that’s actually done by a team within Transport Planning and Operations. That is why it comes through the Committee. That’s why we’re presented with their work for consideration and review each session. So as I said, it’s always been quality work. I look forward to further contributions from Councillors on this particular topic.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MASSEY. 
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Chair. I rise briefly to speak on to this presentation for the infrastructure inner city projects construction update. I rise to speak for—to put a couple of things on the record. We’ve heard in this Chamber many times, the challenges that I’ve talked about with the Metro, particularly in relation to rapid transport and the routes and the branches having inefficient frequency and reliability. But today I want to talk about something else, and I want to talk about the lack of infrastructure build that has happened as a part of Metro 2 at Dutton Park Place. The residents of Dutton Park and Fairfield are facing this specific issue because it relates directly to the lack of construction of a bus stop that enables the Metro 2 to stop, which is a failure of the budget from this LNP Administration in relation to the Metro. 
Interestingly enough, it’s important to note that this is the only stop on the previously known 66 route that has not been included in the Metro 2, noting that for most days, the bus stops running at this stop at 9pm at the latest. What this actually means is residents of Dutton Park and Fairfield are actually completely ignored. When we talk about the Metro and the stuff that has been publicly said, it’s about rapid transport for the city. But for this part of the city, which is in the inner city, it’s completely missing. I think that’s a huge oversight by the LNP Council, because even though there are buses that run to Dutton Park station, they are infrequent, particularly on the weekends and at night, and we also know that this area is a part of high density that’s happening. 
With the developments on Metro 3, we know that Metro is a heavily delayed project, so we’ll see what happens. I know that there are concerns citywide about Metro Stage 3, and we know that all stages of the Metro absolutely miss out the western suburbs. 
Of course, something we have to reiterate is while the Victoria Bridge has opened, it’s really important to know that it’s opened now in 2025 without any shade. In Queensland in 2025, where melanoma is the second most common cancer diagnosed in both men and women, how is it that we are in a situation where we’re allowing such basic health and safety not be built? We know that Victoria Bridge is an amazingly used bridge. It’s a connector for both sides of the city and the fact that we’re not even mentioning it—remembering in 2023 that the shade was delayed, but since then, nothing but crickets from the LNP Council. 
Another concern, of course, is Queen’s Wharf. It’s a critical active transport connection to the western suburbs via the Bicentennial. What we’re seeing, what I’m hearing, what is being discussed with me—which was also flagged well before the finishing of Queen’s Wharf, was it’s going to be exactly like Howard Smith Wharfs. What I mean by that is this vital link for pedestrians, cyclists and scooters has been created into a conflict zone by creating a shared zone. We know that this is a problem. The Bicentennial is one of the most important pieces of active traffic infrastructure in the city and it is something that we do have to consider in the future. 
Look, while the updates on these projects look great, I don’t sit on this Committee, but I do appreciate the presentation of the updates. I think it’s really important that I’m able to place some of these concerns that not only my residents but other residents citywide have spoken. I think particularly, when we speak about Victoria Bridge, the city has so many people come to it, it’s so important that we’re able to protect these people, especially with the rapid heat that’s happening. We want people to be active, we want people to be using public transport, and this update right now, which is focused on inner-city projects, and I am an inner-city Councillor, while there’s great steps forward, there’s also challenges from construction and build. Thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thanks, Madam Chairman. Look, I’ve got to say, it’s been a heavy workload for Councillor CASSIDY over these last months, and I can see that he’s brought in the reserves, the B-graders are in, and the Greens have got control of the agenda today. Well done to them, the Second XI are in, and they’re covering for the Labor Party through all of their work. I appreciate it’s been hard. It’s hard to be that negative. It’s hard to be that critical, and I appreciate that he’s had to have a week off. But I must respond to Councillor MASSEY’s comments. There was some consideration given by her, some discussion on the operation of the Metro. Now, what Councillor MASSEY left out was that the Metro provides the single largest uplift in public transport for The Gabba Ward that’s ever going to occur ever in the history of that suburb. 
There’s something like a 20% to 30% uplift in usage of public transport on those lines since the Metro was launched. Now, that speaks to the number one argument about use of public transport. Convenience, reliability and predictability are the number one drivers of public transport use that—Metro does all 3, and the inner south stands to be the principal beneficiary of those. Now, Councillor MASSEY talked about one particular station. She talked about some shade. She did not talk about the fact that thousands, if not tens of thousands, of her local residents have a better and more reliable public transport system. 
So much of what Metro was designed to address were the shortcomings on Victoria Bridge and that there was significant potential time lost each and every day for buses travelling over that bridge. In some instances, up to 20 minutes, a variation between the timetabled bus route and when you actually arrived in the city. Well, that doesn’t happen anymore. There’s now a high-frequency public transport service that specifically addresses that major issue. Now, oftentimes people, when they choose to criticise the Metro, choose effectively to rats and mice, they just pick at little things, but they don’t reflect the fact that tens of thousands of people are on this thing more than there were on the public transport system week on week. 
So the fact that Councillor MASSEY has some concerns about one particular station, I think is a deliberate ignoring of the fact that every other station in that network has seen significant uplift in both convenience and reliability and that her residents—I encourage her to get on board because her residents have and it’s about time her and her colleagues—who spend an awful lot of time talking about how they’re the champions of public transport and never miss an opportunity to criticise all of the wonderful work that’s been done, oftentimes in their communities.
Chair:	We’ll now put it to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Andrew Wines (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Steven Huang, Nicole Johnston, Kim Marx and Charles Strunk.

[bookmark: _Toc191905832]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – INNER CITY PROJECTS CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
412/2024-25
1.	The Manager, Major Projects Planning Team, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on construction projects within the inner city. She provided the information below.

2.	The following major construction projects are currently underway in the inner city:
-	Queen’s Wharf Brisbane (QWB)
-	Cross River Rail (CRR)
-	Brisbane Metro
-	Kangaroo Point Bridge.
These projects have various interfaces with one another which requires coordination from the Major Projects Planning Team, particularly in relation to road closures and traffic management. 

3.	Upcoming changes to the bus network:
	-	Brisbane Metro Stage 2 (commenced)
-	now servicing route 66 between UQ (University of Queensland) Lakes and RBWH (Royal Brisbane Woman’s Hospital) stations
-	8 western bus routes relocated from CBD underground bus stations to existing surface stops in Ann and Adelaide Streets
-	minor modifications to suburban school bus routes
-	Brisbane Metro Stage 3 
-	replacing buses on route 111 from Eight Mile Plains to Roma Street stations
-	route realignments
-	suburban infrastructure changes, including new bus stops.
-	changes in the CBD.

4.	Upcoming changes to the rail network:
	-	rail replacement services (buses) used during rail shutdowns for:
-	CRR infrastructure upgrades
-	new signalling on the Shorncliffe line
-	Queensland Rail’s Station Accessibility Upgrade Program
-	Logan to Gold Coast Faster Rail (rail duplication, station upgrades and level crossing removal).

5.	CRR update. 
-	Station canopy installation has commenced at Woolloongabba and Boggo Road with some intermittent nighttime traffic and pedestrian impacts at Woolloongabba.
-	Yeerongpilly station reopened on 17 February 2025. The station’s new accessible features include improved access to platforms, accessible car parking and a kiss ‘n’ ride zone on Wilkie Street. In addition to the station’s new accessible features, other improvements include new station buildings and public amenities, and a new secure bicycle storage facility on Wilkie Street.
-	Salisbury station will remain closed until mid-2026. Between December 2024 and January 2025, the old station was demolished, new platform services were installed and construction activities were completed for the new station and pedestrian overpass. Construction continues with the installation of drainage, services, structural steel and footings including earthworks and concreting.

6.	Brisbane Metro update.
-	The Victoria Bridge (northern) footpath re-opened in late January 2025.
-	Various road, pedestrian and active transport detours have been in place to allow works to continue on the Victoria Bridge:
-	CityLink Cycleway on Victoria Bridge will remain closed 
-	Cultural Centre tunnel footpath will remain closed
-	a section of the footpath underneath the Victoria Bridge abutment will remain closed 
-	various intermittent overnight lane closures on the Riverside Expressway (adjacent to Victoria Bridge) and closures of the Elizabeth Street off-ramp on the Riverside Expressway will continue. 
-	The following works on Victoria Bridge will continue until mid-2025: 
-	strengthening on and beneath the bridge, as well as resurfacing and asphalting works on the bridge deck requiring temporary closures and detours
-	construction of the new cycleway on the bridge deck
-	construction of the kerb, guardrail and median on the bridge deck.
-	The inbound lane of Adelaide Street and North Quay was closed for 6 weeks to construct the tunnel dive structure in Adelaide Street and concrete pavements on Adelaide Street and North Quay. Buses were diverted via Elizabeth and George Streets. The following works will continue until mid-2025:
-	service installation and concreting on the city side of North Quay 
-	installation of light poles and seat foundations on Adelaide Street 
-	construction of retaining walls on the river side of North Quay 
-	installation of street balustrade and architectural lighting.

7.	Council is looking ahead to understand which projects will require sustained coordination. The following milestones and projects are anticipated in 2025:
	-	Brisbane Metro works finalisation
-	CRR works continuing
-	development of CRR Priority Development Sites 
-	Logan and Gold Coast Faster Rail
-	construction of a new Albion station
-	cycleway extensions from East Brisbane to West End
-	potential infrastructure for the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

8.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Manager for her informative presentation.

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT. 
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor DIXON.

ADJOURNMENT:
	413/2024-25
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Julia DIXON, seconded by Councillor Alex GIVNEY, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 3.03pm.




UPON RESUMPTION:

[bookmark: _Hlk130978579]At that time, 3.23pm, the Deputy Chair assumed the Chair. 


[bookmark: _Toc191905833]CITY PLANNING AND SUBURBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE

Deputy Chair:	Councillor ALLAN, City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee please.

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Civic Cabinet Chair of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Penny WOLFF, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. Item A was a Committee presentation for an approved development at 15 Goulburn Road at Willawong. This industrial development is owned by Mainfreight Logistics and the site has an area of 80,000‑odd square metres. The application for the site was Code assessable and included Material change of use for Warehouse, Transport depot and High impact industry. The development application for the subject site was approved on 22 November 2024, with the site works having already commenced on the site and the proponents are looking to start building construction in April of this year.
	The site is in close proximity to the Ipswich, Pacific and Gateway Motorways, Beaudesert Road, as well as Archerfield Airport and Oxley Creek. The site is able to be serviced by A and B-double vehicles, noting the site is conveniently located near primary freight routes. A registered B-double route connects the site to the south from Sherbrooke and Learoyd Roads. This is Mainfreight’s 14th location in Queensland and 74th across the country. It will function as a freight distribution depot to service the south and south-west of Brisbane. The building itself has a gross floor area of over 15,000 square metres, with a warehouse component and it will also operate with 50 administrative staff and 70 warehouse staff.
	Once completed, the site will support up to 335 truck movements per day. The development comprises of a warehouse, a 2-storey administration building, pick‑up and delivery areas for local freight, a maintenance shed and a truck wash area. The administration building has multiple functions and includes drivers’ quarters, a kitchen, canteen and seating area for meal stops, as well as meeting rooms and direct access to the viewing platform. I think it’s important just to note that there are those facilities for drivers, obviously they’ll be coming and going from that facility, potentially after long drives, so it’s good to have those facilities available for them.
	The site provides separate access for light and heavy vehicles, with staff parking separated from the main truck manoeuvring area. Truck access is via Goulburn Road, so quite a significant concentration on the safety and vehicle movements in the area. There is sufficient parking, in accordance with City Plan, by providing 218 onsite parking bays, including 55 truck and trailer parking bays, 11 prime mover bays and 30 pick-up and delivery bays.
	The site has more than 3,500 square metres of landscaping that will be established across the site along Goulburn and Sherbrooke Roads, as well as 2 rainwater tanks and new street tree planting. An acceptable outcome for landscaping in a site like this is 3%, however, the application has achieved 5%, so a good outcome. I might say that while your traditional largescale industrial building can look a little bit confronting, the landscaping that they’re proposing is certainly going to soften the street visibility of this particular site.
	Mr Deputy Chair, this development will support economic development in Brisbane and contribute to keeping businesses in line with Council’s industrial strategy, so we’re very focused on ensuring that the city can develop in a way to support not only the employment needs of our growing city, but also support industrial businesses. There’s also—the development supports the intent and growth of the precinct and provides a cleaner industrial business in the Willawong area. It will also support local, national and international supply chains, it will create construction and ongoing operational jobs. It will also enable time-critical freight distribution and certainly over the years the freight industry has become more complex, more time critical and facilities such as this obviously support that objective. I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor ALLAN? 
	Now I put the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee report to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Adam Allan (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Penny Wolff (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy and Steven Huang. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillors Seal Chong Wah and Sandy Landers.

[bookmark: _Toc191905834]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – 15 GOULBURN ROAD, WILLAWONG (A006554502)
414/2024-25
1.	The General Manager, Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an overview of 15 Goulburn Road, Willawong (the site). She provided the information below.

2.	The site is owned by Mainfreight Logistics Pty Ltd (Mainfreight) and has an area of 80,420 m2. The development application for the site was Code assessable and included Material change of use for Warehouse, Transport depot and High impact industry (back-up power generator).

3.	An aerial view and context map displayed the proximity of the site to surrounding locations, including the Ipswich, Pacific and Gateway Motorways, Beaudesert Road, Archerfield Airport and Oxley Creek. In accordance with Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan), the zoning map demonstrated that the site is designated as Industry (General industry B). The development also includes an environmental protection zone, which is to be registered as a statutory environmental covenant, to protect ecological values on the site. Stormwater will be treated before being discharged into the lawful point of discharge.

4.	The site will be a purpose-built facility for Mainfreight, a multinational company operating in 27 countries. The Australian network currently has approximately 2,600 employees across 74 branches. The site with be the 14th location in Queensland and will function as a freight distribution depot to service the south and south-west of Brisbane. Due to the size of this facility, some functions of Mainfreight’s existing Larapinta depot will be relocated to the site.

5.	Located within the South West Industrial Gateway precinct (the precinct) of Council’s Brisbane: Our Productive City strategy, the site:
-	facilitates a large distribution centre which is envisaged within the precinct
-	contributes to the Greater Brisbane economy, taking advantage of efficient transport networks 
-	will be a catalyst site for the development of the western side of Sherbrooke Road. 

6.	The site will have a total gross floor area of 15,720 m² with the warehouse component having 12,530 m2 and will operate with approximately 50 administration and 70 warehouse staff. The development will comprise of a warehouse, 2-storey administration building, pick-up and delivery area for local freight, maintenance shed and truck wash and will support up to 335 truck movements per day. 

7.	The main warehouse component of the development will incorporate a drive-through depot and 34 rear loading docks. As warehousing and transporting efficiency has evolved, the facility will incorporate cross-dock operations on the raised dock where a vehicle can be simultaneously loaded and unloaded for efficiency, meaning products are not stored on the dock for a lengthy period of time and reduces transport time.

8.	The administration building is another a key component of the depot, with multiple functions occurring on the site at any one time. The ground floor includes drivers’ quarters, a kitchen, canteen and seating area for meal stops. The upper level will incorporate the main administration area with meetings rooms and direct access to the viewing platform in the depot for communication between depot and administration staff.

9.	Amenities for drivers, depot and administration staff will include:
-	end-of-trip facilities in the administration building with 74 lockers 
-	large canteen and outdoor seating areas for breaks and recreation purposes
-	a raised planter vegetable garden, primarily for use of growing produce for use in the main kitchen.

10.	The site provides separate access for light and heavy vehicles, with staff parking separated from the main truck manoeuvring area. Four crossovers will be provided including the staff parking area on Goulburn Road, a truck entry and exit on Goulburn Road and an additional entry and exit for trucks on the access easement on the neighbouring site. The site also provides adequate area to be serviced by A and B-double vehicles, noting the site is conveniently located near primary freight routes. A registered B-double route connects the site to the south from Sherbrooke and Learoyd Roads. There will be sufficient parking in accordance with City Plan by providing 218 onsite parking spaces. As this is a purpose-built facility, it will also include 55 truck and trailer parking bays, 11 prime mover bays and 30 pick-up and delivery bays.

11.	More than 3,500 m² of landscaping will be established across the site along Goulburn and Sherbrooke Roads and 2 rainwater tanks will be installed for irrigation and drinking water purposes. Streetscape upgrades to City Plan’s Industrial street standard on Goulburn Road will include:
-	a 1.2-metre-wide concrete footpath
-	new street tree planting
-	improved connectivity within the site and for surrounding properties in the future.

12.	The development will:
-	support economic development in Brisbane and contribute to keeping businesses in line with Council’s industrial strategy
-	support the intent and growth of the precinct and provide a cleaner industrial business in Willawong
-	support local, national and international supply chains 
-	create construction and ongoing operational jobs 
-	enable time-critical freight distribution.

13.	The development was approved for the following reasons.
-	The development will contribute to the precinct as a freight distribution depot.
-	The development capitalises on the strategic location with close proximity to regional transport infrastructure and separation from residential areas.
-	Natural assets are protected and enhanced to contribute to the improved health of the Oxley Creek catchment.

14.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager for her informative presentation.

15.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc191905835]ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Deputy Chair:	Councillor DAVIS, Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee.

Councillor Tracy DAVIS, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor DAVIS.
Councillor DAVIS:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. Before I get to the Committee report, I just would like to update the Chamber on a number of things, a number of events that are happening that are being funded and supported by Program 3. We now have some dates locked in for community tree planting events. We’ve got Wilson Park at Norman Park coming up on 22 March. We also have one at Marchant Park in Aspley, I know Councillor PARRY is very excited about that and her community is really on board about coming along and participating. We have another at the Coorparoo Creek Reserve which is on Holdsworth Street at Coorparoo and that’s on 17 May. We have Silvertop Street Park in Keperra, which will be an excellent day and that’s on 31 May. We also have a date for Kentish Street Park in Mount Gravatt East and that’s 14 June.
	These community tree planting days, Deputy Chair, are a great way for the community to come together. We as a Council understand that providing these opportunities for people to meet, understand their neighbourhood whilst also increasing the environmental outcomes of their suburbs, is really important. If people come along, the event of course is free. Along with the tree planting there’ll be free native plants and of course a sausage sizzler, everyone likes to have a sausage sizzler after they’ve done some heavy tree planting, so we look forward to having them along. The really great part about these events, Deputy Chair, is when we see the kids come along. When their families come and you see these young ones getting involved, putting their gloves on and getting their gloves dirty, making sure that they can plant a tree, they really take ownership of it and it’s great to see.
	Deputy Chair, we’ve also got some upcoming events in Victoria Park. As you know, Victoria Park is activated through the years and we have a number of events that go on, but some of the larger ones that are very important. We’ve got the Easter weekend, which is Friday 18 April to Monday 21st. These are very successful events and they grow each year. We get lots of families coming along to look for eggs. I don’t mean lots of eggs that they pick up, but they go around and they look for specific locations and they fill in a little form and then they go to the final stage and they are given a chocolate. There’s always something for all children, so if they can’t have chocolate we always have something else that we can give them. But it’s fantastic and the Easter bunny comes along and the kids just love it.
	We’ve also got Mother’s Day which is held in the other section of Victoria Park, over the Springhill side and that comes along with Park Vibes music. I’ve had the opportunity to attend one of those events with Councillor HOWARD, we had a wonderful day. The mums really, really enjoyed being spoilt, sitting there listening to the music that’s available. I would encourage anybody to come along to that and that is on Sunday 11 May.
	Deputy Chair, to the Committee report. Last week’s presentation was an overview of the rich history of Newstead Park. Newstead Park was purchased by Council in 1918 from Caroline Amelia Heaslop, who was the wife of a wholesale grocery merchant. It became a formal park open to the public in 1921. The park was designed by Harry Moore, which was Brisbane’s superintendent of parks at the time and his layout, his design and the plantings have been retained and can still be seen today. Since then of course, as you know, it’s become one of Brisbane’s most popular inner-city parks.
	It’s also the home to Newstead House, which was built in 1946. It’s had a recent restoration and I expect that Councillor MARX, who sits on the board of Newstead House, might have a few words to say about that, so I’ll keep my comments short on that. It’s also got some historic trees on site, notably the Cunningham fig, but also an avenue of palms which have been there for a very long time. When the Breakfast Creek Bridge was completed, those gaps from the trees that had perished over time were replaced, so that was a fantastic outcome. It was a great presentation, it was very entertaining, we learnt a lot and I leave further debate to the Chamber, thank you, Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:	Yes, thank you, Deputy Chair. I’m very happy to rise and speak on the presentation that we had last week in Committee about Newstead Park. As the Chair has mentioned, I am on the board. Thankfully I really appreciate the Chair nominating me for the position of being on the board of Newstead House, which as you know is located in Newstead Park. Interestingly enough, the first, original owner, a Mr Leslie, purchased 17 acres at this site for the princely sum of £25. I’m going to suggest we probably paid a little bit more for that when we purchased it in 1918. Then in 1932, the Royal Historical Society of Queensland was given the use of 3 rooms in the house. The Newstead House Trust Act was passed in 1939 and it’s now administered by a trust and so it’s 40 years since the collection of these 2 bodies have been housed there.
	The collection, speaking of that, has been some, what, 6,000 items there that have come from various locations, which are part of the house. They’ve part been in storage, part of—just owned by Friends of Newstead, the Historical Society and bits and pieces that belong to the house as well. As the Chair mentioned, the house has recently undergone a major renovation and that was actually the project occurred because the Queensland Government invested $5.5 million in this property. It’s now the Queensland Department of the Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation, Minister Powell, who is in charge of this particular piece of heritage that Brisbane City Council owns.
[bookmark: _Hlk191462259]	City Parklands, under the wonderful auspice of Sean Madigan, is run very well and is doing a fabulous job. His team look after the gardens and the park area. It’s been mentioned, the significance and importance of the trees onsite and the board has been dealing with, as I said, the collection of some 6,000 items. We’re very lucky to have a lady by the name of Catherine Chambers, who actually worked for the previous State Government, decided to take some leave from her role and then volunteered to be in charge of manning this collection. Which basically means we have to—it all has to be catalogued, it has to be checked, has to be looked at, has to be decided whether it’s something the house wants to keep, whether it has any significance to the park and its area substation, whether it goes back to the Historical Society, whether it goes to the friends of the owners. So it’s an enormous task and it’s been going on for some time.
	I know that the Chair was heavily involved in the renovation side of things. As I am—want to tell people, the Chair did all the work with the renovations and I’ve come along on the board after all the work has been done, so I’m very, very grateful. If you have not been to Newstead House and Newstead Park, you need to do yourself a favour, as they used to say back in the day, and get along there, it is open to the public. We are presently investigating Devonshire teas. As you can imagine that sort of place, the park and the house inspires people to go along of the older generation and then of course they want to have a Devonshire tea, scone and tea or coffee. That’s something that the board is certainly investigating in conjunction with City Parklands.
	They are also investigating having a Mother’s Day event there, so potentially if you don’t want to go to Victoria Park, you could come along to Newstead House and participate in a Mother’s Day event. More information on that will come out in due course. I just want to say that the board is doing a fabulous job of looking after the house and appreciate the Government for all the money they’ve put into it and appreciate City Parklands for now taking on the management of it and looking after it. Claire Moore is the Chair of the board and does a spectacular job in that location. We also have Dean on it and we also have Denver Beanland who’s come along to a couple of board meetings. Those who know Denver know how passionate he is about the history of the place.
	I was surprised I didn’t know that Newstead Park actually had a bit down there that is a naval connection in that. Then bizarrely enough, a few days after having the presentation at the Committee which talked about the naval, military connection, I actually got an invitation to an event to celebrate something that—and it’s been held there at Newstead Park in that particular location. I’m looking forward to going there to Newstead Park from a different angle, from the historical, military angle and see what else they have to tell me about it, because it’s certainly a great place. Every time I’ve been there there’s always been lots and lots of people there. Like I said, do yourself a favour and get along to Newstead House and visit the park. Thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speakers? 
	Councillor DAVIS? 
	Now I put the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee report to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Tracy Davis (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Kim Marx (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Alex Givney and Trina Massey.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillors Krista Adams and Steve Griffiths.
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1.	The Manager, Water, Energy and Environmental Systems, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an overview on the evolution of Newstead Park (the park). She provided the information below.

2.	The park contains some of Brisbane’s oldest and most significant assets which are both State and local heritage-listed. Located on the Brisbane River at the mouth of Breakfast Creek, the park is home to Newstead House (the house) which is one of the oldest surviving European residences of the 1800s. The house and surrounding farmland was established in 1846 by Patrick Leslie and has since served a variety of functions. 

3.	The park contains 4 surviving trees from the 19th century, the oldest is the Cunningham fig (Ficus lacor), which is more than 200 years old and predates all development in the park. The mock orange (Murraya paniculata) adjacent to the house is more than 135 years old and was part of the original George Harris house planting between 1863 and 1890. Alternating cocos palm (Syagrus romanzoffiana) and fan palms also form ceremonial avenues as part of Henry Moore’s original 1918 park design. Council has replanted 12 palms to replace those lost over time as part of the Breakfast Creek / Yowoggera Bridge project.

4. 	The park was cleared and cultivated as Breakfast Creek Farm in 1845 and has a rich history. Council purchased the site in 1918 and opened the park to the public in 1921 and it remains to be one of Brisbane’s key inner city parks.

5. 	Newstead Tram Substation No. 5 (the substation) is one of the park’s heritage assets. It was designed by Council’s Tramways Department and opened in 1928 as one of 8 substations built to supply power from the New Farm Powerhouse (now Brisbane Powerhouse) to Brisbane’s electric tram network. The substation was decommissioned in 1969 following the discontinuation of Brisbane’s tramway system and is one of 7 that remain. Today, the substation is a popular wedding and function venue.  

6. 	In recent years, the house and substation have undergone renovations to create educational and event venues while the park has received an upgraded toilet block and become part of new active transport routes as the landing site of the Breakfast Creek / Yowoggera Bridge. The park is a quiet place for families to visit and since 2007, has featured an Alice in Wonderland playground area at the site of the original playground. 

7. 	In the past 5 years, Newstead has experienced significant population growth due to the shift towards apartment living. The younger generation in particular are enjoying the connected Breakfast Creek / Yowoggera Bridge which features improved pedestrian and cycle pathways and has seen more than 500,000 trips in the last 6 months. The park is an iconic central greenspace utilised for recreation, exercise and outdoor weddings and events. The location is also a key visitor gateway for the Brisbane Airport, as well as port and cruise facilities.  

8.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Manager for her informative presentation

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc191905837]CITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Deputy Chair:	Councillor HUTTON, City Standards Committee.

Councillor Sarah HUTTON, Civic Cabinet Chair of the City Standards Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Greg ADERMANN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Chair. Before I jump into the Committee presentation, I just would like to start by addressing the question that Councillor JOHNSTON asked of the LORD MAYOR today. I just wanted to start by saying that I was assuming Councillor JOHNSTON was actually talking about Ensign Avenue, not Ensign Street at Annerley. We’ve investigated the claims and as expected, they are completely incorrect. The area actually abuts the rail corridor and is heavily vegetated with large trees. There is no footpath and quite honestly, nobody would be walking on that side of the road because of the tree density and there is a perfectly good footpath on the opposite side.
	In November, a job was raised as a cleansing job, not as a footpath obstruction. Those on the other side of the Chamber are laughing, Mr Chair. I’ll just repeat that again. In November, a job was raised as a cleansing job, not as a footpath obstruction. Our teams have been out, inspected the gulleys, it was clear, the street sweeper has also attended. In terms of the grass verge being blocked by downed trees, there are still some sticks and palm fronds on the verge that require cleaning up and due to the location of the trees there isn’t a footpath that people would typically walk on, so it’s considered a low priority, hence our category 5.
	Mr Chair, I will now focus on our presentation, which last week was focused on Council’s recycling efforts in Brisbane. Now as we all know, recycling is an essential service of ours that we also have a shared responsibility with our State colleagues. The Schrinner Council is committed to taking significant steps to reduce waste and improve recycling in our city. Ensuring that recyclable materials are properly sorted and processed is critical to maintaining a sustainable city. It also means that we continue to reduce landfill. The majority of our recyclables, paper, cardboard and glass, make up 80% of our recycling bin, with other plastics and metals accounting for the remaining 20%.
	Visy’s Gibson Island recycling facility plays a crucial role in sorting and processing these materials. I’d also like to give a shoutout to those Councillors who joined us for a tour of the Visy facility recently to see firsthand the work that they are doing. With advanced plastics recovery, mechanical separation and improved glass and paper sorting, we recover more resources than ever. Once sorted, materials are sent to facilities across the country. Our paper and cardboard go to the Visy Paper Mill at Gibson Island, which we also went to go and see. Glass is processed at the Visy Glass in South Brisbane. Aluminium and steel are recycled and reused locally at Visy’s Beverage Can factory in Yatala.
	Despite these advancements, there is still a major concern about the recycling stream in the form of batteries. This was also something that Visy raised with us while we were on the tour. They are the leading cause of fires at our waste and recycling facilities and cause a significant danger to our garbage truck drivers. With around 10,000 battery-related incidents occurring across Australia each year, improper disposal poses a serious risk to our workers and to our infrastructure. Over the past 5 years right here in Brisbane we have seen over 180 fires in Brisbane caused by batteries, causing significant hazards and disruption to our services.
	That’s why I recently joined with Minister Powell to announce our partnership with the Crisafulli Government that focuses on battery recycling. This program will provide $2 million worth of grants to help set up even more convenient battery drop-off locations for our residents. With this initiative, we’re stepping up safety measures and making sure hazardous waste is properly managed, keeping Brisbane safer and cleaner. The Schrinner Council is taking direct action to ensure we deliver a cleaner Brisbane for residents today and the generations of tomorrow. I commend this report to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Any further speakers? 
	Now I put the City Standards Committee report to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Standards Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Sarah Hutton (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Greg Adermann (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Nicole Johnston and Steven Toomey.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Emily Kim.
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1.	The General Manager, Waste and Resource Recovery Services, City Standards, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an overview of recycling in Brisbane. He provided the information below.

2.	Brisbane residents recycle an average of 75,000 tonnes a year. Council’s collection partners collect an average of 741,421 recycling bins a month. Eighty per cent of Brisbane’s recycling bin content is made up of paper, cardboard and glass, while other materials such as plastics and metals make up the remaining 20%. Brisbane’s recycled materials are sorted from multiple streams and re-manufactured into packaging and products.

3.	Council is partnered with Visy, a global leader in sustainable packaging and resource recovery. Visy’s Recycling Material Recovery Facility & Wastepaper (the facility) is located on Gibson Island, Murarrie, and has undergone significant upgrades since it first opened as a material recovery facility (MRF) in 2003, including:
-	a plastic recovery facility (PRF), commissioned in 2008
-	technological improvements undertaken between 2009 and 2017 to enable the mechanical separation of material
-	a main infeed upgrade in 2018
-	an upgrade to the PRF in 2021
-	an upgrade to the MRF to allow for glass end-of-line recycling in 2022
-	paper optical sorter commissioned in 2023.

4.	Recycling in Brisbane begins with the collection of wheelie bins and bulk bins from residents. These are collected by Veolia, one of Council’s collection partners. The recyclable materials are then delivered to the facility and are processed and sorted, with products being repurposed and recycled. The Committee was shown images of the facility.

5.	Recyclable material is sent to the following locations.
-	Paper and cardboard are processed at the Visy Paper Mill on Gibson Island.
-	Glass is processed at Visy Glass in South Brisbane.
-	Polyethylene terephthalate (PET) and high-density polyethylene (HDPE) materials are processed at Visy Plastics in Heathwood and Visy in Smithfield, New South Wales.
-	Other rigid plastics are sent to Kangaroo Plastics and Recycling Plastics Australia located in Victoria and South Australia. 
-	Visy buys back recycled aluminium and steel for use at Visy Beverage Can, Yatala.  

6.	Kerbside audits from 2024 found that an average of 15.94% of the waste placed in general waste bins could have been recycled. Similarly, many materials found in recycling bins were non-recyclable, contributing to contamination. Visy’s visual contamination report highlights that common contaminants include general waste, textiles, organic waste, and soft plastics that cannot be recycled.

7.	Batteries are the primary cause of fires at waste and recycling facilities. Across Australia, there are approximately 10,000 battery-related events each year. The rapid growth of lithium-based batteries in consumer items has increased this risk, as these batteries are difficult to extinguish. Other problem materials include ropes, hoses and carpets, which can cause machinery to be blocked and result in significant downtime at recycling facilities.

8.	To address contamination, Council launched the Waste Smart Brisbane and Reducing Waste at Home public awareness campaigns designed to:
-	reduce the levels of recyclable material found in the general waste bin
-	reduce contamination of recycling bins
-	build the community’s trust in recycling systems. 

9.	Council has been producing recycling communications for the past 18 years, continuously working towards landfill diversion and increasing the quality of recyclable materials being placed into the yellow-top bins. Outside of these campaigns, Council’s website and the Brisbane Bin and Recycling app provide residents with detailed information on what can and cannot be recycled. Visy review the list of materials each quarter to ensure this information is kept up to date. Council’s WasteSMART Brisbane Awards celebrate and profile the achievements of Brisbane’s leading individuals, organisations, schools and community groups to reduce waste and recycle more. 

10.	Council’s Top 10 recycling tips for residents are:
-	containers do not need to be rinsed
-	lids can be left on 
-	not all glass can be recycled, such as heat-proof glass like Pyrex 
-	empty aerosol cans can be recycled
-	set up different bins at home to recycle more easily around the house
-	items should be placed loosely in the bin, not bagged
-	look for the Australasian Recycling Labels 
-	keep batteries out of the recycling bin 
-	empty pizza boxes can be recycled (even if they are greasy) 
-	cans do not need to be crushed.

11.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager for his informative presentation.

12.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc191905839][bookmark: _Toc114546769]COMMUNITY AND THE ARTS COMMITTEE 

Deputy Chair:	Councillor ATWOOD, Community and the Arts Committee. 
	Sorry, Councillor, your microphone is not on. 

[bookmark: Text31]Councillor Lisa ATWOOD, Deputy Chair of the Community and the Arts Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Greg ADERMANN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor ATWOOD.
Councillor ATWOOD:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. I just want to start off by saying how lovely it is to hear all the Committee reports todays. It’s been incredible to hear about the great work being done in our city. But going back to this incredible Committee presentation we had last week, from the General Manager of Customer Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, aka Magic Mike—sorry, Michael, had to do it—and also the Manager of Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, the lovely Simon, to provide an update on the success of Council’s summer program.

At that time, 3.45pm, the Chair resumed the Chair.

Councillor ATWOOD:	We started off by hearing about the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols and the huge success it was on 7 December at Riverstage. More than 4,350 people attended the event in person, 2,000 people watched from the free live site at Victoria Park / Barrambin and a further audience of one million people watched it on television, supported by Channel 9. Tickets to the event sold out within 50 minutes this year, another great outcome for our city. We were also able to support the Lord Mayor’s community trust as well, which I know supports so many amazing charities right across our city.
	The Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Parties was another highlight in December on our calendars for every single Councillor. I know within the Doboy Ward we probably get contacted from about July to ensure that people have their tickets to those parties. But this year there were 15 shows, including 3 evening shows, with a total of 14,400 seniors to this sold-out program. We also heard about Council’s Bands in the Parks program. It’s been showcasing Brisbane’s best community bands right across the city since 1916, so more than 100 years.
	During December 2024, the free Christmas-themed performances were featured, including Christmas in the Square on 6 December and the Banyo Community Christmas Carols on 7 December. But unfortunately due to weather conditions, the Manly Harbour Christmas Markets and Yeronga Community Christmas Party were cancelled. But if you’re ever keen to get Bands in the Parks in your local park, reach out to Helen, she’s an incredible advocate and supporter of this program and she would love to help you.
	The Government House Christmas Lights performances were held from the 13th to the 19th and were an extension of the Bands in the Parks program. This initiative provided an opportunity for Brisbane community bands to play in front of a large audience, with more than 8,400 people in attendance across the week.
	We also heard a lot about our Summer Reading program and it invited people of all ages to participate. The program was held from 2 to 25 January and saw more than 2,500 participants. They were challenged to complete a reading bingo card, featuring activities such as listen to an audiobook, write a 10-word book review, bring a friend or family member to the library and for every 3 challenges completed, participants gained entry into a prize draw with a chance to win a book voucher. In addition, Council’s libraries also hosted a wide variety of school holiday programs, which I know my children loved but I’m sure many other children right across the city loved, including STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering And Mathematics) activities, tea and trivia, movie screenings, make and create, Tech Kids, sensory and so many more.
	The Kid Librarian was a new initiative that we learnt about last week actually and it’s really exciting. So peer readers advisory or recommend program encourages active engagement within the library. Essentially within our libraries, I think there were 4, no 20, sorry, 20 libraries to date have included this and the Teen Librarians set up their own little display of their favourite books. They said it’s an absolute hit, the kids absolutely love it and they’re always the first books to go in our libraries now. They’re wanting to expand that program to all of our libraries, but yes, it sounded like an incredible initiative and thank you to our libraries teams for coming up with that one.
	The $2 Summer Dips initiative saw more than 400,000 visitors to Council’s network of aquatic facilities, saving our residents of Brisbane $1 million. The most popular pools, which I found quite interesting, were the Sandgate Aquatic Centre, the Newmarket Olympic Pool, Yeronga Park Memorial Pool, Musgrave Park Swimming Centre and the Dunlop Park Memorial Swimming Pool in Corinda. Councillor JOHNSTON’s not here, but 2 of her parks are on there, so yes, it’s obviously a hit over in her ward.
	The Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium, so after 18 months of incredible success of the Dark Side of the Moon, we heard about its marketing. More than 50,000 people attended 650 sessions to the record attendance and the value for money was the number one compliment or feedback from this incredible display that we had there.
Chair:	Councillor ATWOOD, your time has expired. 
	Further speakers? 
	Councillor GIVNEY.
Councillor GIVNEY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise today to reaffirm the words of our Deputy Chair, Councillor ATWOOD. Thank you to Michael McKenna and Simon Alexander, who did a wonderful presentation about the success of the summer program, which shows how the Schrinner Council provides high quality and vast number of events and activities for all the members of our community.
	I was lucky enough to accompany some of my local residents to the highly anticipated Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Parties, where over 14,000 seniors enjoyed the jingle and jazz concert this year. The ticket sales raised over $60,000 for the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust, which I know supports many of the incredible causes around our city. MC (Master of Ceremonies) Rachael Tiernan and the whole cast were spectacular and my local attendees totally enjoyed their afternoon. I actually took Maureen and Les from Wynnum West as my guests to the party and I drove them into the event, which was a wonderful way to spend the day together.
	Another holiday success event was the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols at Riverstage. It was such a wonderful event for the residents of Brisbane and I know my children were particularly excited to see their friends Jackson and Halle Bowen in the performance. The success of the Summer Dips was shared with over—like Councillor ATWOOD said—$1 million worth of savings for 400,000 visitors. I know that my kids and even the LORD MAYOR’s kids, who I met there one day by default, love the Manly Pool.
	Finally, we heard about the programs that are run in our libraries, including the Summer Reading program and then the Writers in Residence and I love the Kid Librarian and I can’t wait to speak to Theresa at my Wynnum Library a little bit more about that one, especially how they get to create a display, I think that’s fantastic. Wow, what a busy time of year for the team members in Program 5. Thank you to Simon and Michael for sharing all the fabulous things that we offer our city. Thanks.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor ATWOOD, right of reply? 
	We’ll now put that to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community and the Arts Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Vicki Howard (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Lisa Atwood (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Alex Givney, Charles Strunk and Penny Wolff.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Seal Chong Wah.
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1.	The General Manager, Customer Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, and the Creative Communities Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on the success of Council’s summer program. They provided the information below.

2.	The Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols were held on 7 December 2024 at Riverstage. More than 4,350 people attended the event in-person, 2,000 people watched from the free live site at Victoria Park / Barrambin and a further audience of one million people watched the televised broadcast on Channel 9. Tickets to the event sold out within 50 minutes.   

3.	The Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Parties (the parties) were held from 2 to 7 December 2024 and featured 15 shows including 3 evening shows. A total of 14,400 seniors attended the sold‑out program. The Committee was shown a short highlights video of the parties.

4. 	Council’s Bands in Parks program has been showcasing Brisbane’s best community bands across the city since 1916. During December 2024, free Christmas-themed performances were featured including Christmas in the Square on 6 December, and the Banyo Community Christmas Carols on 7 December. Due to weather conditions, the Manly Harbour Christmas Markets and Yeronga Community Christmas Party performances were unable to proceed. 

5. 	The Government House Christmas Lights performances were held from 13 to 19 December 2024 as an extension of the Bands in Parks program. This initiative provides an opportunity for Brisbane community bands to play in front of large audiences, and with a total audience of more than 8,400 people across the week, continues to highlight the popularity and value of the program. 

6. 	Council’s libraries hosted the annual Summer Reading program, inviting people of all ages to rediscover reading. The program was held from 2 to 25 January 2025 and saw more than 2,500 participants that were challenged to complete a reading bingo card, featuring activities such as ‘listen to an audiobook’, ‘write a 10-word book review’ and ‘bring a friend or family member to the library’. For every 3 challenges completed, participants gained entry into a prize draw with the chance to win a book voucher. In addition, Council’s libraries also hosted a wide range of school holiday programs including:
- 	children’s performances
-	cartoon and illustration workshops
-	science, STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) and robotics activities
-	tea and trivia 
-	movie screenings
-	Make and Create, Tech Kids, sensory-friendly activities and Kids Book Chats. 

7. 	The Lord Mayor’s Writers in Residence young writers workshops were also hosted at 14 libraries across Brisbane during the school holiday period. Aspiring authors aged 5 to 12 years old had the unique opportunity to work with celebrated writers including Aleesah Darlison, Allison Rushby, Charlotte Barkla and Jess Galatola. These sessions provided young aspiring writers with tips and tricks to help them craft compelling stories. The Committee was shown some feedback received from attendees to library programs across the summer. 

8. 	Kid Librarian is a new initiative launched across Brisbane’s libraries in December 2024. The peer readers advisory or recommendations program encourages active engagement with the library collection and fosters reading inspiration and creativity. Children are invited to complete an application form where they share their display ideas and if selected, work alongside library staff to search the catalogue and choose collection items for their display. The program has sparked excitement and has been rolled out across 20 libraries to date, prompting similar initiatives such as Teen Librarians. 

9. 	The $2 Summer Dips initiative saw more than 400,000 visitors to Council’s network of aquatic facilities during the 2024-25 summer school holidays, saving Brisbane residents more than $1 million. During this time, the most visited pools were: 
-	Sandgate Aquatic Centre, Sandgate
-	Newmarket Olympic Swimming Pool, Newmarket
-	Yeronga Park Memorial Swimming Pool, Yeronga
-	Musgrave Park Swimming Centre, South Brisbane
-	Dunlop Park Memorial Swimming Pool, Corinda.

10. 	The Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium, Mt Coot-tha (the Planetarium), was visited by more than 31,400 people during the summer holidays with highlights including: 
	-	the new astronomy show, Journey to the Stars, narrated by Whoopi Goldberg
	-	adults at children’s prices for Cosmic Skydome shows
-	a new interactive exhibit, Deep Space Explorer, from the Australian Space Discovery Centre. 

11. 	The ‘Dark Side of the Moon’ was a full-dome spatial experience at the Planetarium running from September 2023 to December 2024. Supported by a highly successful marketing campaign, more than 50,000 people attended across 650 sessions which contributed to record venue attendance. The Planetarium team received a Lord Mayor’s Commendation Award under the category ‘Value for Money’ for their efforts in delivering a cost-effective and high-quality production. 

12. 	Brisbane City Hall is used daily for community activities, festivals, concerts and citizenship ceremonies. Highlights for the period included: 
-	Christmas Spectacular, starring Mirusia and Friends
-	more than 10,000 attendees at Clock Tower tours from 10am daily 
-	more than 1,400 visitors to free City Hall daily tours
-	approximately 64,000 visitors to the Museum of Brisbane. 
King George Square saw similar trends with more than 31,900 visitors attending various Christmas in Brisbane events including the lighting of the Christmas tree, Christmas light shows and Twilight Markets.

13. 	Throughout December 2024 and January 2025, there were more than 13,100 rounds of golf and approximately 2,900 driving range rounds played at Minnippi Golf Course, Cannon Hill (Minnippi). Minnippi also hosted community events including school holiday golf clinics and the Minnippi ‘Gin-gle ball’ Christmas event. More than 9,400 rounds of golf were played at the St Lucia Golf Links course and 4,400 players used the putt putt course. 

14. 	More than 75,000 concert-goers attended Riverstage over the summer holidays for various performances including: 
	-	Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols – 7 December 2024
-	Two Door Cinema Club and Declan McKenna – 13 December 2024
-	Wallows – 14 December 2024
-	Chase Atlantic – 15 December 2024
-	Pub Choir – 18 December 2024
-	Dom Dolla – 20 and 21 December 2024
-	City and Colour, with Nathaniel Rateliff – 14 January 2025
-	Leon Bridges – 17 January 2025
-	Idles – 18 January 2025
-	Benson Boone – 22 January 2025
-	Bad Omens – 25 January 2025. 

15.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager and Manager for their informative update.

16.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED
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Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, Finance and City Governance Committee.

The DEPUTY MAYOR, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 18 February 2025, be adopted.

Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thanks, Madam Chair. Last week, our Committee presentation was from the Strategic Procurement Office to provide an update on both the procurement market and procurement activity within Council. It was a timely and informative presentation, given the very challenging external market conditions which impact not only Council but governments, businesses and households right around the world. The Committee was given an overview of the market movements in the December quarter of 2024, which highlighted changes to a range of key inputs. Reinforced steel and ready-mixed concrete are, as we know, important building blocks for our city infrastructure. The Committee learnt that the costs of these commodities are still high, with the price of steel being driven primarily by increased labour costs flowing through to the purchase price. Concrete was also in a similar boat, with the price increase being driven by elevated manufacturing costs from both energy and transport.
	The Committee were also provided with an update on how Council’s Buy Local policy is tracking for this financial year. As we know, our Schrinner Council is committed to being Australia’s most small-business-friendly local government. A key pillar of the Schrinner Council’s plan to support and grow business and industry in Brisbane is this Buy Local procurement policy. The policy backs in Brisbane businesses, ensuring local suppliers are given the best opportunity to deliver Council’s services and projects for our city. We’ve set a strong and accountable target for 80% of Council’s total procurement budget to be spent with Brisbane and South East Queensland-located suppliers. We increased the local benefits weighting to 30% for all public tenders and for all quotes for projects under $200,000, they must be sought from local suppliers.
	We want to ensure the significant work that Council undertakes benefits local businesses, supports local jobs and in turn, supports our residents. Madam Chair, the Committee learnt that we are indeed on track to exceed this target, with 85% of procurement expenditure between July last year and January this year being sourced locally across 2,403 suppliers. I want to take the opportunity to thank the Strategic Procurement Office for their important work in backing small business in Brisbane and I commend the report to the Chamber.
Chair:	Further speakers? No further speakers. 
	We’ll put that to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Finance and City Governance Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lucy Collier, Julia Dixon, Trina Massey and Danita Parry. 
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1.	The Chief Procurement Officer, Strategic Procurement Office, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to provide a procurement update. He provided the information below.

2.	The Committee was provided an overview of market movements in the December quarter of 2024, highlighting changes to indices including automotive fuel, electricity, reinforced steel and concrete. 

3.	Goods trading between Australia and the United States of America has increased over the past decade, including a rise in both imported and exported goods. 

4.	Council’s cloud-based sourcing and procurement system, SAP Ariba (the platform), provides a modern interface for both buyers and suppliers. Since its implementation:
-	5,200 active vendors were migrated to the platform
-	2,500 suppliers have connected with Council to access and submit tenders
-	2,000 suppliers are now registered and are managing their own data. 

5.	There has been a total of 223 sourcing events facilitated in the platform, with 87 events released through Guided Sourcing for purchases exceeding $200,000, and 136 events initiated using Guided Buying for purchases under $200,000. During the platform’s go-live stage, 1,400 contract workspaces were established, with an additional 107 workspaces created by Council officers since then.

6.	Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2024-25 (the Procurement Policy) aims to maintain a social procurement program and increase social procurement spend with an annual target of $11 million. Council is on track to deliver this target in the 2024-25 financial year.

7.	The Procurement Policy outlines Council’s preference for local business and industry. When seeking and/or evaluating quotes under $500,000, Council’s preference is applied to local suppliers. For quotes exceeding $500,000, a local benefit weighting of 30% is applied in Council’s value-for-money assessment.

8.	Council’s commitment to allocating 80% of procurement expenditure to local sourcing is outlined in the Procurement Policy. Council is on track to exceed this target, with 85% of procurement expenditure between July 2024 and January 2025 being sourced locally across 2,403 suppliers.

9.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Chief Procurement Officer for his informative update. 

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc191905843]PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:	Councillors, are there any petitions? 
	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Chair, I have a petition in regards to negligent pet owners.
Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Madam Chair, I’ve got a petition here seeking publication of speed awareness monitor data.
Chair:	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you, Chair. I have a petition here that Councillor JOHNSTON asked me to present for some residents wanting a layover removed or relocated from King Arthur Terrace.
Chair:	Councillor DIXON, may I have a motion for the receipt of petitions?

419/2024-25
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Julia DIXON, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	137/220/594/408
	Sarah Hutton
	Requesting Council impose harsher penalties and restrictions for negligent pet owners in Brisbane.

	137/220/594/409
	Andrew Wines
	Requesting Council publish data from the Speed Awareness Monitors program.

	137/220/594/410
	Charles Strunk on behalf of Nicole Johnston
	Requesting Council relocate the proposed bus layover area on King Arthur Terrace, Tennyson.




[bookmark: _Toc191905844]GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:	Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of an Office of the Independent Assessor or Councillor Ethics Committee order? 
	We’ll now move to General Business. 
	Any speakers? 
	Councillor ADERMANN.
Councillor ADERMANN:	Yes, thank you, Chair. I rise to publicly acknowledge residents of the Pullenvale Ward who were recently honoured with Australia Day Awards. These range from recipients of the Lord Mayor’s Australia Day Awards and national honours through to those who were simply winners by becoming Australian citizens on our national day of celebration. First, it was a pleasure to attend the Lord Mayor’s Awards and witness the Brookfield Show being named the most popular local community event in Brisbane last year. For more than 100 years and with apologies to my colleague Councillor ADAMS who’s not here at the moment, Brisbane’s best little country show has provided an important link between Brookfield’s rural past and present.
	After suffering from COVID and wet weather for 2 years in a row, the 2024 show demonstrated its importance to our local community, attracting more than 30,000 patrons over 3 days. In accepting the award, former show society president, Dan Petrie, acknowledged that a key to its success was the support provided by local volunteers and local community organisations, as well as the Schrinner Council, which has been a long-time supporter of this event.
	The second recipient was Professor Neville Marsh from Moggill, who oversaw the memorial honouring the 50th anniversary of the 2 defence personnel tragically killed helping local residents stranded in the 1974 flood. Professor Marsh spent more than 1,000 hours over 2 years working with a range of stakeholders to organise the event, which culminated with the unveiling of the memorial at Booker Place Park, Bellbowrie, last year. It was a pleasure to work closely with Professor Marsh on this project to secure the funding for the memorial and to nominate him for this award.
	Chair, I also want to congratulate the 4 local residents who were recognised in the recent Australia Day Honours List. They are the Venerable Heather Toon of Kenmore Hills, who received her Order of Australia for service to the Anglican Church. Beverley Smith of Karana Downs, who received her OAM (Medal of the Order of Australia) for service to the museums and galleries sector. Catherine Lawrence of Pullenvale, who received her OAM for services to tertiary education. Alan Gillott of Chapel Hill, who received his Honorary Member of Order of Australia for service to golf and women’s sport.
	Chair, I have known Mrs Toon for more than 40 years and remember when she began her journey in Rockhampton to be ordained as a deacon in the Anglican Church. It was unheard of at the time, but many women who are now Anglican deacons today can thank Heather for helping pave the way for them to achieve their dreams. Chair, it should be acknowledged that Mrs Toon is the grandmother of Councillor COLLIER and it was a really nice moment recently when 2 Brisbane City Councillors were able to visit Mrs Toon at the same time to offer our congratulations.
	Finally, I want to congratulate the 50 new Australians to whom I presented their certificates of citizenship at the Moggill State School on Australia Day, 26 January. As those on this side of the Chamber know, presiding at Australia Day or citizenship ceremonies on that day each year is one of the great joys of being a Councillor. I was pleased to be joined by the State Member for Moggill, Dr Christian Rowan, but sadly the Federal Greens Member for Ryan was again not present at our local citizenship ceremony. I can only conclude that her ongoing absence from this event is connected to hers and the Greens political party’s abhorrence of the Australian flag, which she knew and feared would be proudly on display that day.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor ADERMANN:	I’ll take that interjection from Councillor TOOMEY, it is a shame. More than that, it’s a disgrace and bordering on treachery. Thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor CHONG WAH.
Councillor CHONG WAH:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak about the River Maiwar and the buildings of our city around it. Brisbane was founded as a penal colony in 1824. In the name of prosperity for the colonialist crown, these lands were stolen through massacres, ethnic cleansing and illegal occupation of the Traditional Owners, the Yuggera and Turrbal people, from whom this land has never been ceded. When settlers arrived, the flora surrounding the river was dense, subtropical rainforest, lined with Moreton Bay figs, bunya pines and paperbarks. The soil was rich, soft and fertile. The prospect of colonising and capitalising on these rich ecological resources compelled the colonial invaders to completely disregard the well-documented evidence of extreme flooding.
	Our history shows this city has been devastated by severe floods in 1841, 1893, 1974 and most recently in 2011 and 2022. The floods in 1841 were nearly double the height of the 2011 floods and now global warming is causing this river to rise and storms are worsening. Governments tried to tame our natural environment and thus engineers applied their flawed treatments of dredging and straightening the river. This false sense of security ensured that governments and investors could continue to bulldoze vital habitat, subdivide land and profit at the expense of our environment and future residents. Well, it seems that Brisbane’s indeed still cursed by the shortsighted greed. This Council, led by Mayor SCHRINNER, still refuses to take the action required to protect future residents.
	Chair, I’m submitting this document to the Chambers. Here we will see Council’s Flood Awareness Map, Council’s tool to limit its own liability alongside their inner‑city growth precinct strategy. At just a glance, it is obvious that the LNP’s genius plan to tackle housing is to create the highest-density areas in our most disaster-prone land. Now this was no surprise to me. As this Chamber would know very well, the Greens have long been the sole voice for sensible, sustainable development that puts long-term planning for liveable neighbours ahead of short‑term revenue raising exercises. But what does this Council’s high rises on floodplains strategy look like in practice?
	Well, as I mentioned in my earlier question, the body corporate manager of a new award-winning high rise building in Milton contacted my office in December, distressed that their ground level had flooded. This building was settled just over 2 years ago. When the Council investigated, their report said that drainage was clean and clear and there was no drainage issues that require further work. Well we now have over 300 new residents that have discovered Council has led them to buy brand new units in an area that will likely flood repeatedly into the future. Sure, FloodWise Property Report shows there were historic floods of 6 metres in 2011 and 4.7 metres in 2022, but is that buyer desperate for new housing in a crisis manufactured by the 2 major parties going to take the gamble?
	We know that they will. We know that they have no other choice, that’s thanks to the LNP’s unsustainable planning. Here’s a quote from Mayor SCHRINNER discussing floodplains. The only real solution for some of those areas will be for everyone to move out. There’s no drain that can fix it. So why, LORD MAYOR, are you actively incentivising high-rise development on our most high-risk, flood‑prone land? We have a systemic problem. Our major parties are putting residents in the path of destruction, all of the appearance of resolving a housing crisis. We know that people benefiting most from upzoning on floodplains are the Council’s wealthy developer mates. Thank you, Chair.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor PARRY.
Councillor PARRY:	Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to speak on an event I held on the weekend, the Chermside West Neighbourhood Watch Family Fun Day. A little over a year ago, I met with the wonderful Sergeant Jodie Murray, who’s our gateway District Crime Prevention Coordinator and we were having a chat about some of the local issues. Obviously crime came up, but also I think which was quite pertinent in our realm was that a lot of our local Neighbourhood Watch groups were falling over, just due to a lack I think of volunteers, which we as Councillors I think—I won’t speak for all of us but I suppose I will saying this, but we’re finding that a lot of volunteer organisations are losing some of that man and woman power, it’s not as active as it used to be. We had a chat about what we could do to try and improve things and improve some of those connections.
	I met with the Neighbourhood Watch group who have been running it for over 35 years, so quite a significant amount of time. For people who know Chermside West, it’s a very tightknit community. It is a wonderful area where I think families have grown up over the last 35, 40 years and some of those people have moved on, downsized and new families are coming in. We wanted to try and create a way to engage some of those new families in this wonderful Neighbourhood Watch group. What we decided to embark on, which has taken us a little while, was arranging a Family Fun Day in the very popular Frederick Annand Park, which is a beautiful spot for those who know it. It has lots of local homes and a school and a kindergarten and everything nearby, so it was the ideal place to host a Family Fun Day in partnership with the local police and of course the Neighbourhood Watch.
	We worked with Cosh and Joe and Loma who—Loma turned 90 last week, happy birthday to Loma. You couldn’t tell, she’s so fabulous, yes and she is someone who was in the Neighbourhood Watch when she moved there, I think close to 40 years ago. She’s kept it going, they informed me and the process to get this thing going, she informed me they used to print all of their newsletters and hand deliver them and could I go and do that for them. Unfortunately, I couldn’t get around to those 1,000 houses, but we did use the internet, which was amazing and we did use a lot of volunteer person power to get around and deliver some leaflets that we printed in my office to get people there.
	On the day, we had around 400 people that came along to the Family Fun Day. There was a jumping castle, there was a sausage sizzler that was run by the amazing Chermside-Burul Scouts. I will mention Tony and Stuart, Justin and Elizabeth and their brood were all there, selling—cooking sausages, selling drinks and also selling delicious preserves. We had of course, as I mentioned, the Neighbourhood Watch, Loma, Cosh and Joe. We had Sergeant Jodie Murray and we had Senior Constable Kim Richter, who’s another legend who I worked very closely with in our running mobile police beats and sort of being there in the community. People are concerned about crime, that’s not a secret. You can go into any Facebook group, community Facebook group and understand that. But these women work so hard and they connect with all of us.
	Of course Melissa from Melissa K Face Painting and she was possibly the most popular person there. We had 2 police vehicles which the kids were amazed by. Unfortunately, my children went into the back of the car and not the front, which concerned me a little bit. The other thing that I will give a dishonourable mention to Sergeant Murray and Senior Constable Kim Richter for is that they encouraged me to run in the speed race, because they use a speed gun to test how far—sorry, how fast you can go. She said it would be my Lady Di moment and Di was a word I would use but spelt differently. I got to 18 kilometres an hour.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor PARRY:	Yes, thank you, thank you, thank you, that’s right, but my 4-year-old son got 14 kilometres an hour and he’s barely a metre tall, so I’m in training for next year’s event. I’m hoping to break the 20-kilometre barrier but look, it was a wonderful day and I think it just demonstrates that there was so much interest from those new local families that have just moved in, that may not have been aware of what the Neighbourhood Watch does and what it can mean to a community. We’re really excited about those new memberships coming in and rebuilding this group. All in all, what I would say is thank you to everybody who volunteered, everybody who showed up. I hope you had a wonderful time and I can’t wait to do it again next year. Thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. I rise to speak on Council workers and the Brisbane app. First of all, I just wanted to put on record our thanks to Council workers, the amazing people who make Council work. Whether they’re bus drivers or CityCat operators, concreters, gardeners, arborists, people who work in our libraries or in our call centres, out in the waterways of Brisbane or our Public Space Liaison Officers and there’s so many others out there who are dedicating their working lives to serving the people of Brisbane. Labor values you and thanks you and thinks that you deserve every cent you are seeking in this EBA negotiation. If LNP Councillors think they deserve a wage increase with backpay, so do workers. That’s our position here.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	When it comes to the Brisbane app, Chair, something interesting happened at the start of the meeting. Councillor ALLAN claimed that he had absolutely nothing to do with the Brisbane app and because it somehow apparently now is not part of the Brisbane Economic Development Agency. It wasn’t always with the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, sure, it’s something that Council developed and engaged an external contractor to do. But on 22 November 2023, that app was transferred over to the Brisbane Economic Development Agency and the LORD MAYOR announced that with great fanfare. The CEO of BEDA, Anthony Ryan, said the app would be a great—this is his words—“a great addition to the existing Visit Brisbane offerings.” He said they’re excited to integrate the Brisbane app into the Visit Brisbane ecosystem, enhancing their ability to showcase the city’s diverse local businesses, events, and experiences and good on them and that’s fair enough to do that.
	The only problem is in Councillor ALLAN saying he had—he didn’t seem to know that, despite being in the new elevated role he is in, overseeing the Brisbane Economic Development Agency. Very strange.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Councillor CUNNINGHAM saying in answer to the question that she was asked, she talked about everything but the Brisbane app, unfortunately. So just some interesting stats and we heard some from Councillor CUNNINGHAM in the response to the answer she gave—and the LORD MAYOR later—saying how great, in their opinion, the Brisbane app is. They obviously would defend it because they spent $4 million developing it and advertising it. 
	When you spend that amount of money advertising and the kind of levels of advertising that we saw back in 2023, you would expect some high download numbers and high usage numbers. Compared to today—we didn’t think they were particularly impressive at the time. But I guess if you compare them to today, they actually were. People were spending up to 5 minutes on a session on the Brisbane app. Which would suggest to you that when they open the Brisbane app, they were in fact looking for things to see and do. They were looking at local businesses and experiences that were being uploaded on there. 
According to Councillor CUNNINGHAM, what did she say? ‘Hundreds of thousands of Brisbane businesses’—it’s her quote—‘hundreds of thousands of Brisbane businesses are benefiting from the Brisbane app.’ We just don’t buy it any more. Because when you look at the stats, people are spending a minute on it now, a minute on it.
So for $4 million we’ve now seen, as this app’s handed over to the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, the LNP have dropped it entirely because it was a great—let’s face it, a great advertising tool ahead of a Council election to be able to justify spending on more advertising. They’ve dropped the ball, Brisbane Economic Development Agency don’t really want a bar of it. They’ll accept the product but they’re not doing anything to use it as an economic development tool.
The facts are in the stats, aren’t they? Where we see a declining number of downloads, an increasing number of uninstalls and a declining time spent on the app. When you start to look at some of the downloads and uninstalls and the consistent—you know one minute and 14 seconds or whatever it is each and every month. It starts to present a little too uniform as well. A little too like it’s being dominated maybe by bots or something like that to pump up the numbers.
But given Councillor CUNNINGHAM and Councillor ALLAN can’t sort of figure out who’s in charge of what there. Given that—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—Councillor CUNNINGHAM thinks that there’s hundreds of thousands of businesses who are advertising on the Brisbane app, quote, unquote. I think there are certainly more answers for them to give around the Brisbane app. Given the ratepayers of Brisbane spent $4 million of their money on this app.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Oh thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I rise to speak about the Brisbane Greeters and about some of the wonderful things that are happening in our Brisbane arts sector. 
	So Brisbane Greeters have only just celebrated their 13th birthday on St Valentine’s Day and I was pleased to join them, and I know that they’ve met with the CEO as well. They are such an amazing group of people and I want to say a huge happy birthday. I know I’m a little bit late but it’s better late than never. 
	So I also promised them faithfully that I would read into the minutes the fact that we have Gail, who always writes a poem for the Greeters each year. So these are words from Gail herself. She says Gail has shot through to South America but not before penning us a poem. 
So it says “Happy Birthday, Brisbane Greeters. OMG (oh my God), I hear you say, how quick this past year slipped away. Don’t matter though, Greeters are here today to celebrate another birthday. I can’t be here to join the repartee, though I know you’ll have a great party. South America is where I’ll be, but I’ll spare some thoughts for the wonderful BGs. The amazing Alex will have things all sorted so you can all get up to your usual cavorting. Just make sure you have a drink for me and savour something very yummy. All the best, Brisbane Greeters. Have a fabulous celebration, I’ll catch up in March.”
	So that was from Gail and I promised faithfully that I would talk to her about that.
Now, I do want to talk about a couple of amazing things that have just happened recently. So Councillor CHONG WAH and I, last night, were at the Matilda Awards and I know that Councillor CHONG WAH was very excited. Because I think one of her groups, and I’ve got to get this right so that I say the right words, the right group. I’ve got to find them, here we go. Scenes from a Yellow Peril won a couple of awards. Then it was very good, everyone was excited, I thought that Councillor CHONG WAH was going to jump out of her seat at one stage. But it was a fantastic night. 
Can I say a huge thank you to the organisers of the Matilda Awards. They’ve been running for 38 years, it was their 37th awards because it took them a year to get there. But there were 22 awards on the night and that is just amazing to think that we can celebrate 22 of our fantastic people across Brisbane.
I was absolutely honoured to present the Lord Mayor’s Award for the Best New Australian Work and that went to Blue and that was with the playwright Thomas Weatherall. It was his inaugural play and I did have the privilege of seeing that at La Boite and it is just amazing. So please keep an eye out for Thomas Weatherall, I think he’s going to be a huge star into the future. But it was fantastic.
I also want to say a huge thank you to the Queensland Symphony Orchestra and Circa. Who, again, had the most amazing performance. Every time I see Circa perform, I’m just blown away by what they do, it was just fantastic. We also had the Queensland Theatre, Pride and Prejudice. Now, yet again, it just is so great to see local artists performing so well and for standing ovations on both of those events. But Pride and Prejudice actually launched in the—up in Toowoomba and at the Empire Theatre, and apparently it’s to sold-out audiences. So it was just amazing that we were able to have all of these shows happening in Brisbane just recently. 
So I just want to let everyone know that Brisbane is alive and well. All of our wonderful arts organisations are back. There’s some amazing things happening. Next week Opera Queensland will be launching Cinderella, looking forward to that. I really encourage each and every one of you to get along and really support our local artists, thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Right, I was trapped by my own coat. Yes, Chair. I rise to speak on one item and that is a visit that I and Councillor KIM made to the Willawong Bus Depot last Thursday morning, really early, 4am. Councillor KIM was there at 4am, I got there at 5am. Youth, youth. Anyways, we were there in support of the drivers and their EB (enterprise bargain) negotiations because once I got to speak to a number of the drivers and just listen to how they’ve been really struggling on the wages that they’re actually on, the hourly rate that they’re actually on. There’s a few other things too I want to bring up in the 5 minutes that I have.
	You know I was blown away when they said—I said, ‘well what is the hourly rate for a starting driver and then a more senior driver?’ They said, ‘well it ranges anywhere from $32 to $35 an hour’ and quite frankly, I was shocked. I came from the retail trade and not that many years ago we were at that sort of wage anyways as a person just selling on a floor.
	Then I said to one of my team, ‘listen, I said I wonder what the McDonald’s—because they’re really good corporate employer—I wonder what they’re paying at an hourly rate as well?’ So we looked it up, it’s all on the website, you can look it up. Their cooks earn the same amount as our drivers do. 
When you think about what our drivers do. I don’t know how long those buses are, 20 metres or so? Going around the streets of Brisbane where the congestion is an issue, pedestrians are an issue sometimes and those dodgy cars, you know the people are weaving in and out, trying to get around the bus and all the rest of it. The amount of stress that those guys and girls go through is, I think, quite astounding.
Sometimes there is accidents that happen that really impact on their mental health as well and very little—well there is—the delay in actually receiving some treatment for that is really sad. Is really sad because they—obviously they wake up to the next morning or the next week or whatever that they’re back in the bus again, they’re really struggling with that. 
The other thing I was quite blown away with was—the Willawong Depot and how poorly we treat our drivers there at that particular depot. Now, the canteen in this depot for 350 drivers that come through—and we heard about Mainfreight’s new depot. The canteen’s been closed for 3 years, 3 years they’d had to either bring their lunches or whatever, their dinners or their smokos or whatever and or—there’s just no shops around. It’s out in the middle of an industrial estate and there’s just no shops.
Then what they’ve got to put their food into has reached its end of life, the refrigeration is not really too crash hot. It’s pretty old, you know decrepit—what’s the word? Decrepitated or whatever that word is. But also the microwaves are not so crash hot either so they’re probably end of life as well. So I just say to the Chair that looks after Transport, I say maybe you should get out there and actually have a look at the conditions that these drivers—Mainfreight actually put on showers, lockers, break-out areas, a gym. Well, I don’t know about a gym though, I didn’t read that in the presentation but they probably do.
Now all of our other depots have gyms but not Willawong. What’s going on? Willawong is the biggest depot across the network, so I’m told. If it’s not the biggest, it’s one of the biggest. They look after about 350 drivers over a period of time, a week or whatever. So it’s just an amazing—if you say compare that to say Sherwood depot which his one of the newer depots, of course. If you just compare the conditions at both depots, I think Willawong needs some more investments.
Now I really support the drivers in their wage increase because I think they do the work that many of us would never do and probably couldn’t do, driving one of those big buses, especially around the Brisbane streets as well. I know that I couldn’t probably do it. Honestly I’d just be stressed all the time trying to make sure I’m not going to run into anything or back into something. They’re quite an amazing group and the other thing is that a lot them have to work—
Chair:	Councillor STRUNK, your time has expired.
Councillor STRUNK:	—many, many extra hours to be able to keep—
Chair:	Are there any further speakers?
Councillor STRUNK:	—a roof over their head.
Chair:	Councillor DIXON.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you, Chair.
Councillor DIXON:	Chair, I wish to rise on one item of General Business, Neighbour Day. So last year for Christmas I decided to offer residents an opportunity to connect with their neighbours with an initiative called Christmas with your Neighbours. Residents were able to nominate their street for a get-together. It was a resounding success and residents from Pinkenba to Hendra received a nibbles pack and a Dylan’s Gallery of Meats voucher. I even had the pleasure of attending some of these gatherings before Christmas. It was amazing to see the friendship and connection in the Hamilton Ward.
	So, due to its popularity, I thought it would be a good idea to offer this opportunity again for upcoming Neighbour Day on 30 March. Modern day life often means that sometimes we don’t get a chance to get to know our neighbours. Often we’re busy with work, wrangling children, life in general. So Neighbour Day raises awareness about how fulfilling it can be to connect with your neighbours and also to combat loneliness.
	This year’s Neighbour Day theme is ‘create, share, grow, belong’. As the local Councillor, I thought I might give the residents another opportunity to host their Neighbour Day get-together. Already I’ve received a lot of eager residents wishing to nominate their street. I look forward to choosing 5 lucky residents to host their party soon.
	Sadly, loneliness is a common problem in our community and I hope these gatherings will go a small step towards strengthening connection in our community and the start of many more neighbourhood get-togethers. I look forward to reporting back to the Chamber about the success of Neighbour Day in the Hamilton Ward, thank you.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MASSEY.
Councillor MASSEY:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on one item which is reflections on this meeting. Today we finished and got through every Committee before 4pm. Here we are in General Business, which has gone longer than most of the Committees today. You know it’s clear why. We had one item in E&C, the Transport Committee was a presentation on the new Network Coordination Centre, Infrastructure was inner‑city projects. City Planning was a code assessable Material change of use for a warehouse, transport depot and high-impact industry.
	Environment was about Newstead House, which was cool but was about Newstead House. Recycling, again there could have been things in there—but recycling—and we all know how far behind Brisbane, as a city, is in relation to recycling and our food waste. Arts and culture was about summer success but of course no mention of the dire cuts in library services and redundancies.
	Of course financial government, an update on procurement. Procurement is important but you wouldn’t say that any of these topics were incredibly debatable or that there was much in it. The thing is, what I find very interesting—and I did commend them—is that the ALP choose this very empty agenda to make a stand and we finished very quickly. There was very little debate.
	It comes as no surprise that the majority of Liberal Councillors didn’t speak on any items, of course, other than Councillor MARX and Councillor GIVNEY, through you, Chair. (1) It’s because the agenda was empty. (2) This is fairly common in these Chambers. Empty agendas, lack of transparency and information and—
Councillor ADAMS:	Point of order, Madam Chair.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor ADAMS.
Councillor ADAMS:	Will the Councillor take a question?
Councillor MASSEY:	No, it’s General Business. 
Chair:	Thank you, no she does not, thank you.
Councillor MASSEY:	This is—and no backbenchers speaking and this is pretty common. The LNP mega majority in here means that the majority of work and the decisions aren’t made in these Chambers. It’s all pretty much a formality. So much of the debate basically falls within 2 categories of these Chambers. (1) The LNP Administration underplaying their lack of deliveries and delays to projects. At the same time, however, glorifying a various series of projects. Which, in truth, are usually delayed or well over budget but nonetheless there’s some really good projects there.
	Or (2) the LNP and ALP Councillors going in on each other in horrifically personal and political attacks. Sometimes also attacks to people that are not in these Chambers, as demonstrated just earlier here in General Business by Liberal National political party member, Councillor ADERMANN. With local meeting laws being changed and the LNP Administration doing less, less, less, as demonstrated in this meeting.
	Interestingly, with the LNP not responding, which interestingly enough has changed very little of what has happened here today. These Chamber meetings and our ability to engage in robust debate is made redundant. The LNP and the ALP have all the resources. Not only in relation to the Administration but also in relation to extra staffing. The Greens don’t receive any extra staffing. In fact we don’t even receive a sufficient office in Council.
	Yet the LNP and the ALP do love to mention us, particularly the LNP, over and over and over again and I think I have a suspicion why. For the LNP it’s because the Greens, which is a political party, are based in community and we understand the need for solidarity, to amplify marginalised voices and to consult with community to deliver better results for all.
	This year just gone past since the election, I have been contacted by residents just across the city on a variety of subjects. Groups of residents in Central Ward, Marchant, Moorooka, Jamboree, Coorparoo, just to mention a few. There are range of issues that they’ve contacted me on but what’s been prevalent is a dissatisfaction and their feeling of being ignored by this Council Administration.
	I think today’s meeting, my last reflection on this meeting is that the 2-party system is broken and it’s been never more obvious than the meeting that we’ve had today. 
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I want to just firstly just reflect on the speech that Councillor STRUNK made before and the Willawong depot. He made a number of remarks about the bus depots. I’m personally very glad that Councillor STRUNK has gone out to a bus depot, I’m not sure, Councillor STRUNK is that your first visit to a bus depot? That was your first visit it a bus depot.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	So, okay first visit to Willawong. Well through you, Madam Chair, I’ve been to many, many bus depots in my 6 years in this role. I can tell you, Councillor STRUNK, Willawong is actually one of the best bus depots when it comes to how it is equipped. The layout of the facility, the modernity of the driver—particularly the driver-facing facilities.
	I went out to that depot quite a lot because Councillor Owen often had me out at that bus depot. She did, she did. We all remember Councillor Owen. She—you know, she was many things, Councillor KIM but she was very much dedicated to our bus drivers and I’m very glad that you and Councillor STRUNK have gone out to the Willawong depot and are meeting with the drivers there.
	What I will say is bus driver depot canteen economics is a very specific and particular issue. Councillor STRUNK, thanks to your contribution I will now be bringing a presentation on bus depot canteen economics to the Transport Committee in the coming weeks. For us to discuss the very tight and delicate balancing act that canteen operators will often have to traverse in providing enough of a sustainable product to our drivers and making money to continue operating. Because, you know, these operations are often a lot smaller than school tuckshops and their profit margins are very slim.
	Historically, we have had a revolving door of canteen operations at nearly all of our depots. These operators sometimes do find it very difficult to turn a profit. So it is not always the easiest thing to keep them sustainable. So we have some depots where the canteens operate and they operate very well. Other depots where they struggle and other depots where they’ve not been able to make it stack up and so we don’t have a canteen operation there.
	So very much across our 7 depots, the drivers have a different experience at each depot and Willawong is no different. But I’m happy to bring a presentation—
Councillor KIM:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor KIM.
Councillor KIM:	Will Councillor MURPHY take a question?
Councillor MURPHY:	Sure.
Councillor KIM:	Councillor STRUNK and I are just wondering if we invite you along to the Willawong depot, would you be open to coming along with us and speaking with bus drivers on the site together? Like you did with the former Councillor?
Councillor MURPHY:	Of course, of course, Madam Chair, I talk with drivers all the time and I talk with drivers and our Councillors in this room all the time. So I’m more than happy to do that. I will note, Councillor KIM, that the first person that ever invited you to a depot was I think, me, to the Rochedale depot and you had a great time, you loved it.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	You and Councillor COLLIER. So not afraid of accepting your invitation the same way that you accepted mine.
Now, just very quickly on Councillor MASSEY’s contribution. I actually think this was a fantastic meeting, Madam Chair. This was a great meeting. Whatever point was trying to be made here, I think, please make this point more often. This is a tremendous meeting. I think everyone had a lot of fun.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	I think, you know it’s important to me—and Councillor WINES often makes this point. The work is not necessarily the Chamber. Our work is in our community. We are not legislators, we are Councillors and our work is in our wards. Any time that we spend here is taken away from our wards. So it’s just important to remember that yes, the Chamber is important. But our communities, in the role that we are in, in local government, are more important. So I do not view the work of this Chamber through the lens that Councillor MASSEY might necessarily view it through and I think others on this side of the Chamber feel very much the same way.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor KIM.
Councillor KIM:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to provide an update about my last Suburban Enhancement Fund project, that’s very close to my heart. Something that we’ve been working on for quite a bit, hashing it out with our local police officers. When I first got elected, one of the Calamvale Police Station officers walked into my office and he provided this long report that he named ‘Project Eyes on Crime’. He also was very concerned about some of the major road connections where there’s currently no CCTV.
	So what he asked me was if it’s possible, somehow, to find a way where Council could fund some of these extra cameras because I know some are owned by BCC, some by TMR (Department of Transport and Main Roads). I didn’t really know where to begin but essentially caught a few officers in Council, brought a few police officers together into one room. My 2 local Members as well and we all had a chat.
	Essentially I was asking if it’s possible to use our Suburban Enhancement Fund to build extra CCTV in our area. This would be ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition), so only number plate recognition as well. Essentially the answer to that was yes, so this is what we’re proceeding with. I’ve been working quite closely with my neighbouring Logan City Councillor who’s Tim Frazer. He invited me along to see the control room in Logan City Council that they have there. Where both police officers and also Council officers sit in the same room together.
	I know this is millions of dollars of a project to fund in the outer suburban ring like ours and it’s something we have in the inner city for Brisbane City Council. However, I know that our local police officers really see that as an amazing feature. So when I went to the Logan City Council room, we got quite a bit of inspiration from there. Essentially I meet regularly for a bit of updates about how one of my local Logan City Council neighbours do it.
	Then, essentially, that’s what we’re trying to replicate. So that every single year, using Suburban Enhancement Funding we build more cameras to facilitate the missing links. Where the police have provided me with advice in a report about the best locations to currently do them.
	So I hope that this project, as it comes to fruition is constructive and helpful for our community. It’s the one way where I can see we actually put it into practice when we say that we care about making sure that our streets are safer. I even drove around with one of the police officers to different locations that he provided in his report to me that he sees as necessary. Both in terms of residents where there are lots of incidents and crash reports but also in terms of break-ins as well and the certain roads where it’s harder for police officers to identify number plates for vehicles that travel down those specific roads.
	The other thing they did as well was invite me to the police station as well. I had a look at their current system and their processes as to how they actually use CCTV, how they have to apply for it and then get the data as they do their cases. They did say that BCC is pretty good at that. So what I’m trying to do is just support the pre-existing network, support the pre-existing QPS program and then provide more funding using the Suburban Enhancement Funding because it was something that I really committed to as I was running for election as well. I know it’s something that many residents brought up to me and wanted to see prioritised with their Council rates. Thank you, Chair.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor TOOMEY.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Thank you, Madam Chairman. I rise to just thank Asphalt and Aggregates team for the work that they did over the Christmas break. As an Administration we do like to see Brisbane moving, we like to keep it moving. I do know that our Asphalt and Aggregates team over the Christmas break, over the summer period, did have some fairly hot weather. They also had some fairly heavy downpours.
	But listening to what the Councillor for Woolloongabba said where you know ‘Council is not investing, we’re not doing this, we’re not doing that. It’s late, it’s over budget.’ It’s all basically horse dung. I did see, and met, with the officers over the break and we have now in place one of the largest asphalt machines. A brand new acquisition by us which improves the amount of square metres of asphalt we can put on the road at any one point in time, which makes our ability to renew our roads far more efficient.
	You know I was completely impressed. The officers actually gave me the time to talk me through the new machine. It’s like 12 metres wide, it’s half a cricket pitch, it’s awesome. They did a fantastic job over the Christmas break with the heat. When you look at most of the asphalt that’s coming out of the machine, it’s sitting at 180 degrees. Over the Christmas break, some of the temperatures during the day got up to about 32 degrees. So we’re talking about fairly extreme temperatures.
	I have to say the whole team did a fantastic job. Not only in my area, there were a few other areas that I was keeping my eye on as well. They were either on time or before time in their delivery. The feedback from the residents—because as you can imagine, renewing a road does cause some disruption to the residents—the feedback from the residents was the officers were outstanding. 
The residents knew what was going on, they knew when it was going on. They were spoken to, they were consulted, they were advised on what was happening. It really was a real pleasure to actually listen to the residents give this feedback. It’s something that we do as a Council. We look after our community. When we have a community of officers looking after our community, it makes our job just that little bit easier. These guys were delivering exceptional service under exceptional circumstances. I do really want to pass on my thanks because they did an outstanding job. Thank you.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor COLLIER.
Councillor COLLIER:	Thanks very much, Chair. I just have one item of General Business to talk about tonight and that is an important choice that the people of the inner southside will soon have to make. I, personally, have known Renee Coffey who is Labor’s candidate for Griffith for many, many years now. What I can tell you about Renee is that she is a local mum of 2. She is a former P&C (Parents and Citizens’ Association) president, she is a multi‑generational, actually lifelong local with deep, deep roots in our community.
	She is a volunteer on countless community groups, kids’ sporting organisations, you name it. She also has incredible values. She has dedicated her professional life to being such an incredible advocate for incredibly vulnerable people. She has been the CEO of a national youth mental health charity and previously was in the leadership team of a charity that delivered educational opportunities for First Nations children.
	It is such a pleasure to work alongside her for my community in the inner southside. Alongside, of course Di Farmer, who is our State Member. What Renee stands for is real action. She knows that there are real cost of living pressures that are affecting everyone, especially in our community. So she is fighting for things like cheaper childcare, real action on housing. Cheaper visits to the doctor, for example. I know a lot of people are really excited about Labor’s announcement about that over the weekend.
	There’s more to do, of course but our community, over the past few years, really has been let down. I am actually bowled over by the amount of people who come and speak to myself and Di and we’re known as very active members in our community. We are at the opening of an envelope, really. People are actually falling over themselves to tell us how they have been let down. How promises have been unkept. How they have been—they describe it as buyer’s remorse. That they voted for someone who said they were going to deliver a lot and have failed at every single opportunity.
This Federal election, which could be called at any moment really, is a really important choice that people in Griffith will have to make. They will have to make a choice between someone who has runs on the board and has dedicated their entire working life to progress, not protest. 
That is why Di Farmer and I are absolutely supporting Renee Coffey, there is strong community support behind her as well and you can see it. You can see it every time, honestly, you leave the house. People are falling over themselves to say how much they think she is an incredible community champion. That is the choice that people will have when they vote Labor at the next Federal election.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:	Thank you, Madam Chair. Yes, it’s gone back, okay, thank you, Madam Chair. I’m going to speak—I want to give our condolences to Councillor GRIFFITHS on the passing of his father, a Runcorn Family Fun Day and I’m going to copy Lucy—sorry, my apologies, Councillor COLLIER, and endorse my candidate for Moreton.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MARX:	So firstly, want to start by—
Chair:	One moment, please. Councillors, a serious moment.
Councillor MARX:	Firstly, I want to start by—
Chair:	Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:	—acknowledging our condolences to Councillor GRIFFITHS on the passing of his father. I have personally reached out to Sue who works for Councillor GRIFFITHS and has done for a number of years and passed on our personal condolences. I know he’s very—he was a Council employee and—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	One moment please, Councillor. 
Councillor MARX:	—I’m speaking on—
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, you are not at the microphone, it is not your turn to speak. So I ask you to stop speaking. 
	Thank you, Councillors. 
	Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:	Thank you. The other comment I was going to make was on the Runcorn Family Fun Day and that was held last weekend and I want to pass on my thank you to my Council staff in my office, Fiona, Michelle and Heidi for the amount of work that they did in organising that day. It’s always a busy day, it takes a lot of organising to do. I know we had many hundreds of residents coming throughout the day. It was very hot so the snow cones were going at a rate of knots but everybody that I spoke to, enjoyed their day very much. Again, we have this every year in February and I’m very grateful to the residents for coming along and supporting it.
	I also want to briefly mention—so we have an LNP candidate for Moreton by the name of Henry Swindon. He’s a great guy, he did 2 services in Afghanistan. He’s been out with me in the local community since before last year, through Christmas. I know that—I know obviously everyone knows that the previous Federal Member is retiring and that I know that Henry will do a fabulous job in representing the people of Moreton, thank you.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	As there are no further speakers that now ends the meeting. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc114546773][bookmark: _Toc191905845]QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

[bookmark: _Hlk93674015]Submitted by Councillor Jared Cassidy (received on 20 February 2025)
Q1. Please advise how many buildings/assets Council currently owns in each of the following categories: amenities building, cemetery, commercial, community lease, community service/leisure, sport and recreation.

Q2. Please advise how many of the Council owned buildings/assets currently have solar panels installed in each of the following categories: amenities building, cemetery, commercial, community lease, community service/leisure, sport and recreation.

Q3. How many community groups are on the wait list for leases of Council-owned spaces?

Q4. Please list the 10 most common topics logged from calls to the contact centre, broken down into Request for Service, Advice, Information, etc. 

Q5. Please advise how many businesses in total are listed on the Brisbane app, currently?

Q6. Please advise how many businesses in total were listed on the Brisbane app at the end of each financial year since 2021/2022 FY, listed separately.

Q7. Have any businesses chosen to opt out of being listed on the Brisbane App after opting to be listed? If so, how many per financial year (listed separately) since inception?

Q8. What is the total figure paid to ‘We Make Apps’ to date in relation to the creation and maintenance of the Brisbane App?

Q9. What is the total figure spent per financial year, listed separately, on the Brisbane App since its inception? Please breakdown into categories, eg. Advertising (broad), maintenance, support, licensing, hosting, upgrading/additional functionality etc. 

Q10. What is the current projected annual cost to Council to maintain the Brisbane App for the residents and visitors of Brisbane from 2024/25 FY into the future?

Q11. Please list all instances of advertising the Brisbane App in the 2023/24 FY, and the 2024/25 FTYD.

Q12. How many total subscribers are currently subscribed to Council’s Brisbane Severe Weather Alert Service?

Q13. List all instances of advertising the Severe Weather Alert Service to residents of Brisbane in 2023 eg. message in rates notice, advertising at event.

Q14. How many in use bus stops are currently not DDA compliant? Please provide location, stop number or unique identifier for each.

Q15. Please advise when Brisbane City Council stopped using the phrase ‘Brisbane Metro Subway System’, using the format DD/MM/YYYY.

Q16. Please outline what public consultation and stakeholder consultation was undertaken when Council decided to proceed with the name ‘Metro’ for articulated buses, and any issues identified.

Q17. Please advise how many Metro vehicles have commenced service to date.

Q18. Please advise the total number of Metro vehicles expected to be in service by the end of 2025.

Q19. Please list the wards included in the mail distribution area of the Lord Mayor’s Summer Newsletter for 2024-25.

Q20. Please list the suburbs included in the mail distribution area of the Lord Mayor’s Summer Newsletter for 2024-25.

Q21. Please advise the cost of distribution for the Lord Mayor’s Summer Newsletter for 2024-25.

Q22. For 2024-25 FYTD, please list the print news publications that included paid advertisements for the Lord Mayor or Office of the Lord Mayor.

Q23. For 2023-24 FY, please list the print news publications that included paid advertisements for the Lord Mayor or Office of the Lord Mayor.

Q24. For 2024-25 FYTD, please provide the total cost of all advertisements for the Lord Mayor or Office of the Lord Mayor.

Q25. For 2024-25 FYTD, please provide the total cost of all advertisements for the Lord Mayor in print publications.

Q26. For 2024-25 FYTD, please list the print &/or digital publications that included media placement of any kind for the Lord Mayor or Office of the Lord Mayor, indicating if paid or unpaid.

Q27. For 2023-24 FY, please list the print &/or digital publications that included media placement of any kind for the Lord Mayor or Office of the Lord Mayor, indicating if paid or unpaid.


[bookmark: _Toc114546774][bookmark: _Toc191905846]ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Jared Cassidy (from the meeting on 18 February 2025)
Q1. Please advise of any and all workplace changes, realignments or organisation design changes expected across the Customer Services and Library Services branches in 2025.

Q2. Please advise of any and all workplace changes, realignments or organisation design changes that occurred across the Customer Services and Library Services branches in 2024-2025 FYTD.

A1 and A2.
Council is continuing to consult workers regarding workplace changes, realignments or organisation design changes in the Customer Services and Library Services branches. As such, these are not yet finalised.

Q3. Please advise how many FTE librarians were employed by Brisbane City Council as at 1 January 2025.

A3.	84.39 FTE.

Q4. Please advise how many FTE library technicians were employed by Brisbane City Council as at 1 January 2025.

A4.	65.39 FTE.

Q5. Please advise how many FTE library assistants were employed by Brisbane City Council as at 1 January 2025.

A5.	94.32 FTE.

Q6. Please advise the locations of any drainage infrastructure awaiting maintenance or repair in the wards of Deagon, Moorooka, Morningside, Calamvale and Forest Lake.

A6.	Council officers advise that they are unable to provide an answer within the timeframe required by the Meetings Local Law 2001.

Q7. In relation to Answer 16 provided by Brisbane City Council on Tuesday 11 February, please advise how many ‘pensioner rate accounts’ are currently recorded.

A7.	42,112.

Q8. [bookmark: _Hlk191368716]In relation to Answer 16 provided by Brisbane City Council on Tuesday 11 February, please advise the number (as a raw number, not a percentage) of ‘pensioner rate accounts’ that received their rates electronically in January 2025.

A8.	11,704. This represents approximately 28% of all pensioner rate accounts and a 97% increase in signups since October 2024.

Q9. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices issued by Brisbane City Council from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

A9.	24,974.

Q10. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices sent by post from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

A10.	13,980.

Q11. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices sent by email from 1 October 2024 to 31 October 2024.

A11.	10,417.

Q12. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices distributed electronically or by digital billing practices from 1 October 2024 to 31 October

A12.	10,994.

Q13. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices issued by Brisbane City Council from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

A13.	25,130.

Q14. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices sent by post from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

A14.	13,578.

Q15. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices sent by email from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

A15.	10,981.

Q16. Please advise the total number of commercial rate notices distributed electronically or by digital billing practices from 1 January 2025 to 31 January 2025.

A16.	11,552.

Q17. Please advise the total expenditure on collections for Brisbane City Council libraries in 2018-2019.

A17.	$7,400,644.

Q18. Please advise how many new books were added to Brisbane City Council libraries in 2018-19.

A18.	201,158.

Q19. Please advise the digital collections budget for Brisbane City Council libraries in 2018-19.

A19.	$1.75m.

Q20. Please advise the total lending collection of Brisbane City Council libraries in 2018-19.

A20.	1,279,360.

Q21. Please advise how many times ‘Code 9923 – Set Down Only’ was activated on Council Network Buses since 2020, broken down by year and month.

Q22. Please advise how many times ‘Code 9933 – Sorry – Bus Full’ was activated on Council Network Buses since 2020, broken down by year and month.

A21 and A22.
	This data is not recorded.

Q23. Please advise how many reports were received by the Network Coordination Centre indicating Full Standing Load since 2020, broken down by year and month.

A23.	Note that during the below period, no funding was provided by the State Government for any additional bus services.
	Jan-20
	809
	
	Aug-22
	Not Available

	Feb-20
	2,203
	
	Sep-22
	Not Available

	Mar-20
	1,604
	
	Oct-22
	1,702

	Apr-20
	12
	
	Nov-22
	1,113

	May-20
	69
	
	Dec-22
	512

	Jun-20
	274
	
	Jan-23
	1,062

	Jul-20
	520
	
	Feb-23
	3,001

	Aug-20
	461
	
	Mar-23
	4,607

	Sep-20
	313
	
	Apr-23
	2,181

	Oct-20
	693
	
	May-23
	2,530

	Nov-20
	566
	
	Jun-23
	1,064

	Dec-20
	316
	
	Jul-23
	1,463

	Jan-21
	292
	
	Aug-23
	3,519

	Feb-21
	1,077
	
	Sep-23
	2,166

	Mar-21
	1,070
	
	Oct-23
	2,316

	Apr-21
	634
	
	Nov-23
	1,482

	May-21
	833
	
	Dec-23
	574

	Jun-21
	607
	
	Jan-24
	1,654

	Jul-21
	583
	
	Feb-24
	3,851

	Aug-21
	Not Available
	
	Mar-24
	4,590

	Sep-21
	Not Available
	
	Apr-24
	2,855

	Oct-21
	Not Available
	
	May-24
	2,973

	Nov-21
	Not Available
	
	Jun-24
	1,552

	Dec-21
	Not Available
	
	Jul-24
	3,935

	Jan-22
	Not Available
	
	Aug-24*
	10,773

	Feb-22
	Not Available
	
	Sep-24
	7,599

	Mar-22
	Not Available
	
	Oct-24
	7,328

	Apr-22
	Not Available
	
	Nov-24
	4,666

	May-22
	Not Available
	
	Dec-24
	2,181

	Jun-22
	Not Available
	
	Jan-25
	2,977

	Jul-22
	Not Available
	
	
	



* 50c Fares commences.

Q24. Please advise the total expenditure for Communication and Engagement Services in 2023-2024.

A24.	$2,161,653.

Q25. Please advise the total expenditure for professional communication services in 2023-2024.

A25.	$2,514,154.

Q26. Please advise of any and all suppliers used for professional communication services in 2023-2024.

A26.	In 2023-24, Council engaged the following professional communications services to support community notification and consultation for a variety of Council projects and programs: 
· The Comms Team Pty Ltd
· Sabio Agency Pty Ltd
· Struber Pty Ltd
· Kelp Creative Pty Ltd
· Spatial Media
· The Phillips Group
· Aecom Australia Pty Ltd
· Articulous Pty Ltd
· Leisa Prowse Consulting
· McGirvanmedia Pty Ltd
· CFJ Photography
· Queensland Radio for the Print Media
· 10 BAM!
· SR Photography
· Translationz Pty Ltd

Q27. Please advise the total expenditure for media placement and fulfilment in 2023‑2024.

A27.	$1,813,817.


RISING OF COUNCIL:		4.48pm.


PRESENTED:						and CONFIRMED








	
						     CHAIR


Council officers in attendance:

Victor Tan (Council and Committee Coordinator)
Dorian Maruda (A/Senior Council and Committee Officer)
Don Reid (A/Senior Council and Committee Officer)
Ethan Van Roo Douglas (Policy Advisor)
Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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